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Len MATHISON resides with his wife, JEAN, a union 


t 
| 
secretary, at 430 S. Walker St.,-San Pedro,» Calif, He » 1 
is a radio technician and in March/1941 had frequent. ~- ? OX. 
communications with the Federal Communications’ Commis- 
sion and one communication with the State Dept. and the. Kh | 


U.S. Civil Service at Wash., D.C.’ Subject MATHISON has. avy 
been employed as a radio operator with the Wilmington 
Transportation Co. and claims to be’ interested in mining . 
in Mexico. MATHISON admitted having been in Russia but 
claimed to be the representative of the International 
Telephone & Telegraph Co. Translations of material in 
Russian, received anonymously at Los “Angeles Office, un- 
doubtedly property of: MATHISON , reflect that he was in _ 
Russia in Nov. 1933 and had radio. communications to the 
“OGPU at. Leningrad, claiming to be* ‘representative of the 
"trade union. American radio worker." Translations reflect 
he did not have a visa; passport apparently a seamant's | 
passport. Material included. pictures from. M. KOMATSA | 
LEONOV. apparently taken in Nov. ,°1933. One radio message 
to OGPU reflects that WATHISON Was working for recogni- 
tion. The full import of this material can only: be se- 


ce ee tm te te ante 


aeritn cee or in te 


are - cured by direct interview with MATHISON, who appears to | 
OP ae be, @ shrewd individual, possibly still connected with | 

es. ChevOGPu. Tnvestigation will be made to determine whe- 

| COPIE Ben.” ther Subjects MATHISON . and “JORDAN have held radio tele- 
| ihe pestiSvepgrapners’ licenses. . 
cg ‘MAY 24/1961 a A pg See | Aes | 
Lat oft : eat ; ee , . : ~ 15 og. i 
Eline . was 7 


iR@gerchc2iid Report of Special Agent D. W. MAGEE, Los Angeles,. dated 2/27/h1. 
el ce of Special agent D. W. MAGEE,: Los Angee dated es 
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DETATLS: AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 


g as|an alias 

A helis eal 

b/to jadd 
jane 4 ise (Bk uN ORR,) 

- eRiGaT ORR y with alig¢es Searaiten BAL COMBS WWIOLET_ 

My who is the wifé of PAUL WRIGHY ORR, are being airopped ~ 

frei the: ‘tf le ears the’ instant report “inasmuch \a ‘residing in the 

San Francisco territory and are the Subjects o i Francisco, 


100-1367. 


The title of the instant case is being changed 
FOr oe GEORGE MATH ISON the name: Df Js eee i 


ey en 
"Confidential National. Defense Info as described 
PAUL ORR as fnilows: . 


be 


/ MARTIN 


‘full-time 
as the "/ABOR HERALD". 


' Age 
Height 
Build 
Weight 
Hair 
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37 t6 38 years 
Height 519 , 
Build Medium | 
Weight 165 lbs. 
Eyes plue 
. Complexion — fLight 
Hair | ~ / Light ~Brown, cut short except 
| : on top where it is combed back 
Nose: - Long 
Neck ~/ _Long 
Head --/ ° Egg-shaped 
Dress Neat 
caw.n.t{  / [described VIOLET ORR as follows: 
Age - 35 rears 
Hedght = 55k an 
Biild - Very fat and broad 
Height - “155 lbs. | 
Hair - ..°' Brown 
. Eyes - ‘Large, round, protruding 
Lips. - ‘Big, full 


COAN.D.1. | ___ifadvises that VIOLET ORR is now employed in |a . 
ob on the newspaper published by the C.I.0. at San Francisca. known 


Subject CHESTER H. JORDAN is described as Pains, ty C.N.D.I. = 


About 45 years 
ten 

Heavy 

(165 lbs. 

Brown 


Eyes 7 Blue-grey | 
-. Complexion z Sallow — 
Mouth - Generally open; smiles a lot i 
Speech - Drawls a 


Subject’ VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISON, with aliases, is presently resid- 
ing with his wife, JEAN MATHISON,. at 430 South Walker Street, San Pedro, 
California where he is generally known under the alias of D. J. METHISON. ©. 


As of April 24, 1941, Subject VATHISON was. attempting to obtain 

regular employment with the Wilmington Transportation Company in connection ° { 
i 

| 


with the construction and maintenance of radio equipment which was to be 
installed in aircraft purchased about that time by the Wilmington Transpor- 
tation Company which furnished airplane transportation between Wilmington, 
California and Catalina Island, California.. Subject MATHISON was employed. 
as a relief radio operator, occasionally, on a steamship of the Wilmington 
Transportation Company traveling between Wilmington, California and Catalina 
Island. He was reported to have been hired through the, American Communica- 
tions Association at San Pedro, California, and eould be reached at that 
time by telephoning a Mr.. BAILEY, telephone Wilmington 4076, at the address 
6340 North Fries Avenue. Wilmington, California after 6:00 P.M.. 


<acaeesanpunaeinpeio inte nitites aheanstae Pen aee een ne a he 


Police Officer H. L. RICHARDSON of the Los Angeles Police Depart~ 
ment, Wilmington Station, reported as of april, 1941 that Subject MATHISON 
was occasionally receiving mail at 634, North Fries Avenue, Wilmington, which 
is believed to be the correct address which the Subject frequents, rather than 
that of 6340 North Fries Avenue. i 


{ 
| 
. 1 
-~Subject MATHISON has a post office box, number 422, at Wilmington, | 
California according to advice received from Post Master. E. A. MURPHY. It © 
was ascertained thet Subject MATHISON is still currently renting this box. i 
In March, 1941, Post Master MURPHY noted Subject MATHISON drop three Tetters | 
in the drop box. One of these letters had the return address, "Playfair } 
Mining Co.,.VOLNEY G.. MATHISON, Agent, P.O%. Box 422, Wilmington, Cal.", and 
was addressed to VICTOR BELTRAN, #22 Avenida E.N. Caborca, Sonora, Mexico. | 
Another of these letters was addressed to the Federal Communication Commis- 
sion, “ashington,. D.C., having the return address. "Terminal Radio, Box 22, 
Wilmington, Calif." The third letter was addressed to Dr. WALTER V. 
GOODFELLOW, 6381 Hollywood Boulevard, Los Angeles, California, having the . 
return address "VOLNEY G.. MATHISON, Box 422, Wilmington," 


At the Post Office at Wilmington, California, Subject MATHISON 
rented box 422 under the name, VOLNEY G. MATHISON, and represented himself 
as operator of a business known as the Terminal Radio Company, the character 
of the business being radio maintenance, address 122 West F Street, Wilmington, 
Califomis. On the application for this box he gave as his residence address, — 
1107 D. Fries Avenue, Wilmington, California. He gave as reference, J. BAILEY, 
122 F Street, and the Motor Shop, 615 fvalon Boulevard, both in Wilmington, 
California. 72 ae gee 7 | 


-3- a pon | 
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The postal clerk at the Wilmington, california Post Office described | 
mu Jee’ VOLNEY G, MATHISON as foltonss 


| Age ~ 40 to, 45 years ; 
h ‘Height - aa al : Qe 
] Weight - 150 lbs. 
| Build . - = Medium heavy 
Complexion - ° Medium sandy | 
Glasses - Have bluish tinge a ; 


Postmaster MURPHY advised that a Mr. GATLIN, an electrical worker, 
should be fainly well acquainted with Subject MATHISON as GATLIN formerly 
had an office at 613 Avalon Boulevard, at a time when the Subject had-a shop 
at:615 Avalon Boulevard. Mr. GATLIN is now located at.816 “Seaside, Terminal (© 
Island, California, telephone 6679. GATLIN has advised that a man known as \ 
LARRY once worked with ae MATHISON at the radio ance at 615 Avalon | 


Boulevard. 


“During March and April, 1941, Subject MATHISON received the fol- 
lowing. mail at post office pox Hee Wilmington, Galt tomia 


Return Address —_ tobetnanle 

HOWARDYGODEN, | Long Beach, Calif. 

Foremay’& Clark, Inc. ©. - "March, 17,. 1941 

Broadway and Pine —* : 8 Pit. 

Long Beach,. Calif. | , 

Treasury Department San Francisco, Calif. 

Mint of the United States at San March 14, 1941 | 

Francisco, Superintendent's Office 4 P.M. 

San Francisco, Calif. 

Federal Communications Commission | Washington, D.C. | 

Washington, D.C. oa ~ ot: Mareh 13,. 1941 

‘ “ss 6330 P.M. 
Federal Communications Gommiees on a Washington, D.C. 
vee D.C. io March 12, 1941 
ae 4, PMY. 

From : 8 fae ei ae Postmark __ 
Department of State “VOLNEY G. MATHISON Washington D.¢. 
Washington, D.C. | nome - March 28, 1941 

a ee 7 P.M. 
Federal Communications Terminal Radio Co. Washington, D.C. ; 
Commission, “ashington, D.C. Box al Mareh 29, 1941 

9 P.M. © 

en L- i 
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From 


P.O. Box 5398 — 
Metropolitan Sta. 


Treasury Dept. 


Mint of the United States 


San Francisco 


Federal Communications 
Commission, Washington,D.C,. 


Universal. Credit Co, 
115. Hast 8th St., 
Long Beach, Calif. 


(No name) 
Olive & Broad Sts., 
Philadelphia, Pa... 


Federal Communications 


Commission, Washington,D.C. 


Radio Television Supply 


Wholesale Distributors 
1701 S. peu Ave. 


J. HERNANDEZ PEREZ. nN 
SEE eONeSs Som. , Mexico 


Treasury ‘Department 


Mint of the Galecteveuce 


Southern Calif. nai sen Co. 


310.S. Catalina 
Redondo Beach, Calif. 


Federal Communications 


Commission, “ashington,D.C. 


U.S. Civil Service 


Commission, Washington,D.C. 


Hallicrafters 
Chicago, Illinois 


VOLNEY G. MATHISON 
Box 422: 


VOLNEY GEO, MATHISON 
Box 422 - 
(Registered): 


VOLNEY G. MATHISON 
Box 422 - 


Vv. G. MATHISON ~ 


: Fwd to Box. 422 


VOLNEY G. MATHISON 
Box 422 . ae 


Terminal Radio Co. 
Box 422 
615 Ave lon Blvd: . 


Play Fair itining cee 
Box 422° 


VOLNEY G. MATHISON. 
Box 422 . 


; ae 
DOROTHY JEAN MATHISON + 


Box 422 s/f 
430 S. “Walker Street - 
San Pedro, Calif. 


Torminal .Radto Company 
Box: 422 


VOLNEY G. MATHISON | 
Box. 422 


Terminal Radio Company 


Box 422 


Postmark 


Los Angeles, Calif. 


April 2, 1941 
7:30 P.M. 


San Francisco, Calif. 


‘April 2, 1941 


7: 30 P. ML 


Washington, D.C. 


March 31, 1941 


Long Beach, Calif. 


April 3, 1941 
6 P.M. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
March 31, 1941 - 


Washington, D.C. 


Los Angeles, Calif. 
April 5, 1941 
6 P.M. 


Santa Ana, Son., 
Mexico 


San Francisco, Calif. 
April 11, 1941 


Washington, D.C. 
March 21, 1941 


Washington, D.C. 
March 25, 1941 


‘Chicago, Ill. 
March 26, 1941 


OG 
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‘Company. 


From ns To . Postmarked a 
American Smelting VOLNEY G, MATHISON San Francisco 
& Refining Co. - Box 422 March 28, 1941 
405 Montgomery St., San ted ; 
Francisco. 

oe \y/ 2% : ai 
VICTOR BEETRAN y | Playfair Mining Co.- Santa Ana 
Avenid 


Caborea; Sonora _ Box 422 Mareh 27,-1941 
Mexico 


The radio shop once operated by Subject MATHISON at 615 Avalon 
Boulevard, Wilmington, California, was known undér the. name of the Seaphone 


As of March 3, 1941, Subject MATHISON was spending considerable 


time visiting with a deck hand on a tug boat named "Cuyemecal, which was 


t 
NE. #22 VOLNEY G. VATHISON i Sonora, - Mex. xf | 

¢ 

j 
then tied up at the City Water Taxi dock off Pico Avenue, Long Beach,. ; 
California. This deck hand was reported to be sympathetic with the Communist | 
Party cause. : 3 
Subject MATHISON is the registered owner of 2 1940 Ford V=8 pick- “a 
up body car, bearing 1941 California license 23 T 27h. The legal owner of 
this car is the Universal Credit Company, Long Beach,- California. 


Subject MATHISON has been 2 close companion and friend of ALEX C. 
HAGEL, who is of Russian-Jewish parentage and who resides at 2505 South Meyler, 
San Pedro, California. ALEX C KHAGEL*is described as a Communist Party sympa- 
thizer and a licensed radio telephone operator, first class, who works among 
the Slev fishermen in the San Pedro, California area. , 

\ : 2 

ALEX C. HAGEL in March, 1941, was eperating a small shop on Terminal 
Island, California, being backed or financed by JACK MOSCOVITA, who operates 
the Zenith Redio Shop at 922 South Pacific évenue, San Pedro, and who resides 
at 1459 17th Street, San Pedro.: MOSCOVITA is reported to be sympathetic wit h 


the Communist Party cause. ~ , 5 ._s 


ALEX C. HAGEL is reported as being associated with VINCENT ZANKICH, 
a Communist Party sympathizer and.an alien Slav, who resides: at 746 1@th 
Street, San Pedro. VINCENT? ZANKICH, is listed in the San Pedro City Directory: ~ 
as a radio technician. ae ; 


a 


The father of ALEX:C. HAGEL is a PHILLIP A. HAGEL, who resides at 
2505 Sonth Meyler, San Pedro,.with his wife, SOPHIE. PHILLIP HAGEL is reported 
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to be politically minded. and hangs around the city hall at San Pedro. ° 


A mail. cover has been placed on the residence address of Subject 
MATHISON and his wife, JEAN, at 430 South Walker Street, San Pedro, California. 
The only mail received there during April and May, 1941 was a letter te Mrs. 
JEAN MATHISON from Pyrsssmi jot the Warehouse Union, 519 Mission Street, San i 
Francisco, California’ > : 


; A letter postmarked Oakland, California, April 21, 1942 was from 
the address of 1162 32nd Street, Oakland, California. . 


JEAN MATHISON received a letter postmarked Los Angeles, September 
22, 1941 from Mrs. BESS MANDEL, 4426 Franklin Avenue, Hollywood, California. 


captained by a Mr. HANSON. In the winter-time, Subject WATHISON claimed he 
was a mining prospector and resiced at Sonora, Pitiovitos, Mexico, care of 
JOSE LEMAS, who is known as a merchant in that Mexican tovn. 
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contact him, an ERNEST/JUDDS who 23 of August, 1941 was manager of the City 
Water Taxi Company, 7th and Pico Boulevard, Long Beach, California, telephone 
Long Beach 62593. He described Mr. JUDD, however, as a nervous individual 
who was not familiar with any facts concerning subversive activities. 


Subject ssstfowo gave Agent TYLER the name ‘of a reference who could 


va 


Subject MATHISON, during the course of his interview, made mention 
of his visit to Russia a few years ago for the International Telephone and. _ 
- Telegraph Company out of New York City. Subject MATHISON at this. time stated 
that he was obliged to join some party over there in order to. do his. work and 
that this fact may have been the cause of his being investigated by the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in the past. 


pertained to information on a FREDRUEIDENRACH’and a CHARLESNSLOCOMB,, the lat~ . 
ter individual being assistant mankger.of the City Water Taxd Compeny 
MATHISON informed that FRED HEIDENRACH was a rabid pro-Nazi. MATHISON sub- 
mitted a list of fourteen questions which he stated were compiled by FRED 
HEIDENRACH. The questions were described by VATHISON as being of a military 
nature in that they involved facts about Southern California coastal harbors, 
ports, potential mine fields, and oil wells. MATHISON reflected. that this 
list of questions was written in HEIDENRACH'S own handwriting. MATHISON pro-- 
fessed not to know HEIDENRACH well but stated that he could identify. him on. 
‘sight. MATHISON considered CHARLES SLOCOMB as being unreliable and at times _ 


The primary mission of NATHISON to the Los PHRLES(StOGdAS, the int 


a ) 
N . / 


Ne a i Sh a Nt a ah eo ot ‘ . j 
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very queer . MATHISON suggested that these men not be contacted but that he, 
MATHISON, be the conts act man. 


The material relative to FRED HEILDENRS.CH and CHLRLES 3 SLOCOMB was 
placed in a file on FRED HEIDENRSCH . 


Postmaster E, A, MURPHY of Wilmington, California, stated that 
Subject VATHISON still receives mail at Post Office Box 422, Wilmington, 


California. A mail cover will be renewed on that Post Office Box. Postmaster 


MURPHY stated that he has seen MATHISON occasionally, going to Catalina 
Island, California, and that on one or two of these occasions, MATHISON has 
carried a little grip, leading Postmaster MURPHY to the supposition that 
WVATHISON may be making radio repairs on Catalina Island, 


The following is 2 descvription of Subject kATHISIN as obtained hy 
Special Agent d. W. KTERNAN, fron. observation and abe T ECE R LOU and which. 
is set forth in his spor: cated Way 9, 1941, ab Los Angeles, in the case 
entitled "AMERICAN COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATION. INTERNAL SECURITY - C", Los 
ingeles file 100-408): © 


5 


Lge uy years — born Paducah, 
Texas, Auguss 12, 1897 

Height Bros 

Welgnt 179 ine 

Hair 2 Brown, partially bale 

Eyes Blue 

seare None 

Complexion ' Ruddy 


Marital Status 


Nationality 


Married; DOROTHY JHAN 
no children 
American 


Reference report of Snecial Agent D. W. MAGEE dated February 27, 
1941 described certain material which was received at the Los /nveles Field. 
Division, together with an anonymous letter. It was clear from the import 
of the material received that it pas the personal property of Subject VOLNEY 
G. MATHISON. Part of this materia! was handwritten and typewritten material 
in the Russian language. ‘ ye OS 


The Bureau, by letter of March 26, 1941 (61-7749) transmitted 
translations of -the above-mentioned Russian TAOE EES material. The trans- 
lations are as follows: 


% EXHIBIT S ow. | oe Mens | 
NOVEMBER 3 -1120°G ¥ T SK.NMLIL _ | | | 
#1 SPECIsL WITHOUT PLY : ya gs ok 
-8- — : ae 
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OGRPU LENINGRAD 


ARRIVING "SKANMAIL NOVEMBER 5 KEPRESENTATIVE OF THE TRADE UNION 


AMERICAN RADIO WORKER FOR HOLIDAYS NOVEXBER 7 HAVE PASSPORT 
BUT NO VISA COULD YOU MEET MB SITY TRANSLATOR “ILL BE VERY 
THANKFUL 


VOLNEY MATHISON 


EXHIPIT R 
NOV, PES 
’ #1 SPECIAL SITHOU" PAYING 
SKANVATL:- MOVEMBER & - 1102 
0 GPU LiNINGRID | : 
WILL BE IN LENINGRAD TCNIGHT ABOUT 11 P.M. 7 ! 
YOUR TIsE VOLNEY WAVHISON | 
! 
#2 SPECIAL “ITHOUT PAYING | 
SKANMAIL NOVEMBER 4 - 3102 ! 
IN PRICE LENINGRAD | 
TEXT THE SAME AS #1 . | | . 


VOLNEY MATHISON 


EXHIBIT Q . 
a NOVEMBER 3- QS 1 FROM RD B #1 SPECIAL WITHOUT PAYING "SKANMATL" 
OG P U LENINGRAD ARRIVING FROM SaN FRANCISCO ON "SKANNAIL" NOV. 5 ; 


HAVE DOCUMENTS TO SHO! THAT I AM REPRESENTATIVE FROM US A TRADE 


Ora get Ml es yt et ey 
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UNION AMERICAN RADIO WORKERS WHO SEND ME TO. YOU TO MOSCOW FOR 


: NOVEMBER HOLIDAYS I HAVE iN AMERICAN PASSPORT 4S 4 SRAMAN. BUT I 
DON'T HAVE 4 VISA BECAUSE THERE WAS ONLY ONE DeY AFTER I Wi. 
ELECTED THAT I HAD TO LE:VE ON THE BOLT NINTOURIST" I Ha 
INSTRUCTION LS YOU WERE INFORMED PLEASE MAYBE YOU COULD MEET 
MB WITH £ TRANSLATOR T Y K I AM AN AMERICAN MEMBER FRIEND OF 
SOVIET UNION AUTHCR aND Hi.VE WORKED FOR RECOGNITION PLEASE . 


GIVE ME INSTRUCTION ON THE RADIO. I WILL BE VERY THANKFUL 


TO YOU 


YOLNEY MATHISON 


‘EXHIBIT P 
#2 SPECIAL WIMHOUT PATI: SKANMATL 
N30 GMT 

IN PRICE LENINGR:D 

TEXT THE SAH AS # 

VOLNEY MATHISON 

“EXHIBIT 0 

NOV 3 1400 GMT CALLED RDB 

SENT SVC 


RD B PLEASE Q 5 L OUR #1 P2 


DaTE 3 TO O G P U' AND SPECIAL RATE WITHOUT PAYING REDUCED. .PRICE 


KODP-3 ANS KO JR-RDB NO, NOT R 


nie 


A a ae ec ee 
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NOQSL 


: a TRS 
: 


: 
Cp: 
( ? 
a 


EXHIBIT N . ) 
NOVEMBER 3 120GNT: 
| #2 SKANMAIL SPECIAL RATE WITHOUT PAYING aendea PRICE) | 
LENINGRAD a | 
TEXT JUST THE SAME AS #1 ee | 


-VOLNEY MATHISON i 


EXHIBIT M 


OCTORPH REVOLUTION Sa . 
NIKOLAI I¥ANCVITCE POROVIN . 
DROGOMILOVSKATA HOUSE #12 FLAT 4 
EXHIBIT L 
OCTOBER REVOLUTION ny 

FRATERNAL GREETINGS | 
FROM THE FREE CITIZEN OF USSR 
MOSENOVA , 
Moscow Y DRA | } ; 
SNERENON 1933 NOV. 8 


MASENOV oa 


EXHIBIT K 


CENTRAL MUSEUM OF THE RED ARMY 


i 


-li- 
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EMHTRIT J 


LTEE WOMEN ACTIVE, Eb 


-PIOTURS OF EY LODGE!R'S CHILDR! 


SHOa AND DISTAInUT TON CF FRESSPTS. 


Hi. KOMATSA = LEONOV 
WOVENBER 9, 1933. 


com eee ones me som 


PICTUS OF RY LODGLR'S CHILDRLN uIP sOMan ACYIVGG Td. 


mabe J AK Ta 


IN "5 DAY OF CELR2RATION OF CCTCBER REVCLUTTC APTiaxt GUTLARIE NS 


Th Tis DAY OF CLGSRATICH-CF OCTOSLR REVOLUTION. aAFT.R CuTLDRgS S 


SHC aliD DISTRUSUTION CF FansilTs 
he KORATSA yfbsoven A 


NCVEKBLR 9, 1933 


eee ae ene 


EXHIBIT H 


KRESTCVSK I OSTRCV 


KADESDINSEAYA S . #7 FLAT 5 


LaMINGRAD, USSR, 


en ee ee ee 


JULIA {ere Div ANT 


ry 


USSR MOSCC! 98 - 
. ae Ps es Bree, F 


- 
SU: Baa’ Yi LOTCRY HABRED ATLA STALIN 
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Exhibit F.. 

Nadia Preobrajenskaya 

Danislavski Rinok, Sirotski Pereulok 
House #16 Dorpus 5 Flat 130 


USSR Moscow 


Tovarich Valetin 
Ounoi Pereulok House #h, VV-36 


Fuam(?) J Y K 


EXHIBIT E. 
Do you have an address now? 


Yes, I have an address of my wife. 


I will give you the address on one conditio 


correspondence won't concern me. 


Is it clear? 


EXHIBIT D 


WR. GORDEEV. 


D KRASNOARMBISKAY ST. 6 #6 FLAT 7 


JUSSR - LENINGRAD 52 


EXHIBIT © 


‘ 
IVAN} ZUBV 
aR 


1ST. KRASNOARMEISKAY ST, 4, FLAT 8 HOUSE 13 


USSR MOSCOW 


n--that your 
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EXHIBIT B 

‘USSR MOSCOW 

SOLANKA 12 THE ALL-UNION CENTRAL COUNCIL OF TRADE UNIONS. 
ROOM #420 


V. (cvznesov * 


EXHIBIT A 
_N SAROJNIKOVA OR S MEPSHTEIN FRIEND OF THE KNAUSA 
PREOBRAJSENSKI, VAL, HOUSE 24 FLAT 32 MOSCOW 23 
MATLIN ASSISTANT DIRECTOR ON ELECTICAL INDUSTRY 
#4), TRAMBAI ON THE END 
NARKOM! TRUD (THE PEOPLE'S COMISAR WORK?) STARAIA PLOSHAD MOscOr 
"BORODIN" | 
DVORES TRUDA (THE PALACE OF LABOUR) ROOM 410 ENO BUREAU "ARONS" OR 
KLARA EDEL HELPER OF SASEPKY P’ PERVOMAISKAYA ST 87 BLOVAISK *” 
YABLOCHKOV N P 
MOSCOW 17 BOLSHOI YAKIMONKs HOUSE #21 ROOM 14 RASHKOVSKI VEO. bad 
2DAMOV NIKITA PLENOVCKI°3 TIFLIS a 
NELEN GUARESOX ELECTRIC FACTORY ENO BUREAU : ” «i 
EMMA-HARRIS KALANCHVSKAYA ST MOSCO%? HOUSEL FLAT 2 
"© KOLES.S*NeDVORES TRUDA ( THE PALACE OF LABOUR) CHAIRMAN. 
“ BLADIVOSTOC:-ROOM 79 i : 
T S LENOX FIRST ENGINEER FOR GENERAL ELECTRIC 
ELECTRIC FACTORY TRANSFORMER “TRADE UNION BUREAU 


ony hie 
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FOIA(b) (7) - (D) 


PREOBRAJENSKT VAL. MOSCOW HOUSE HOUSE 24 FLAT 71 


GEO KNiUS BOSH WASHINGTON ROUTE 1 OUT WILLIAM WEBARD 


J2 


The original exhibits, A through S, are bely g re ained in the instant 
Jos Angeles Division file. 


It is apparent from the above translations that Subject VOLNEY G. 
MATHISON made a trip to Russia, apparently about the year 1933, a date which 
is noted on the back of exhibit. I. It is appareft thaf he did not have a 
visa but had a passport as a seaman. Investigation w}ll be requested of 
the Washington Field Office to determine what bassports have been issued to 
Subject VOLNEY G. mT 


It is significant to note that thé translation of Exhibit Q, which ‘ 

is apparently a radio message signed by VOLNEY MATAISON, that he was working 
for recognition. It is very significant Ato note fhat this radio message was i 
addressed to. the 0.G:P.U. at pees Russia. j/fhe translation strongly | 
suggests that Subject VOLNEY G. VATHISON was an 9.G.P.U. agent as of 1933. | 
It appears that when the fadio: messaggs were sent to Leningrad, that VOLNEY | 
MATHISON had left the perv of San Freémcisco abgard the boat Shey: 
| 
! 
| 


, The ce source of the above maferial relative to Subject Ve 
G. MATHISON, which was received anonymously, will be described to the Bureau 
~ in a confidential letter. 


Investigation was mage in the neighborhood at 430 South Walker 
Street, San Pedro, California/ Agent, by findisclosed identity investigation, ; 
interviewed a neighbor at 42% South Walkey Street on October 3, 1941, who ; 
-advised that VOLNEY.G. MATHJSON and his wife had left several days before | 
for a trip to the desert, ghe thought sofieplace in Arizona. This neighbor F 
advised. that Subject MATHYSON has.no teYephone. She advised that her tele- | 
ee number was San Pedyo 5254 W, and that she would willingly call the 
METHISONS to the telephgne any time it/was desiréd .to converse with them. 


Subiect MATWISON, according/ to Confidential National Defense 
Informant] —~—s lost his brief ¢éase in the San Pedro Post Office, 
February 9, 1940, ~. A 


Subject MATHISON. is repofted to have many friends among the alien 
fishermen in the harbor area. In/1939 he was reported to have had a Mexican 
border pass. MATHISON is capable/cf building ultra high frequency radio sets 
acenrding to C.N.D.E . 


Sa | 
\ ; : | a of 
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Subject MATHISON, under’ the name, D. G. WATHISON, forme 
at 1122 South Patton Street, San Pedro, California. He rented th} 
. on July 2, 1940 and moved on December 15, 1940. The landlord was 
\ HAYNES, who resided at, 679 Santa Cruz, telephone San Pedro 3219. . HENRY 
\ HAYNES is a draw-bridge operator by occupation. HAYNES has adviged |that 
when MATHISON moved; he discarded old radio tubes in the inciner 

was noted by HAYNES that Subject MATHISON, when he resided there would be. 
ecne for periods of three or four days at 4a time. MsaTHISON sold radio equip~ 

ment to fishing boat operators. When MATHISON moved, he told HE RY} LYNES 


that he was going to San Diego, California to build a new home, 


It was ascertained at San -Pedro that the utilities at/the 4 
1122 South Patton , treet, when MATHISON residedthere, were taken out » 
the name of noni EREYSON, who left a forwarding address of Popt Of 
422, Wilmington, California. The period the utilities were used b 
GREYSON was between the dates of July 5, 1940 to December 15, Y940, which 
compares favorably with the dates during which Subject MATHISO! resided at’ 
1122 South: Patton Street. : 


; It was ascertained that MATHISON first rented Post Office Bpx dee, 
Wilmington, Californie in 1937, ‘when he was operating the Term j 
Company at, 615 fvalon Avenue, Wilmington, California. 


The "WESTERN WORKER", a former San. Francis¢o Commun}st Party publica- 
tion,. now known as the "PEOPLE'S WORLD", had an article on June 3, 1937, page 


8, column 8, describing VOLNEY MATHISON es a C.1.0. spokesman, MATHISON is 


reported to have been, in charge ‘of C.1.0. Union publicity et Ban Pedrd during 
the 1936 and 1937 strike. . 
It is reported thet the Federal Communication Comission, Wabhington, 


D.C. has quite a file on Subject. MATHISON. 


— AConfigential National Defense Informant [stated that as 

of May 14, 1938, MaTHISON is reported. to have delivered what purported to be 
War Department records which he, MATHISON, stated he had found while.sdiling 
on 2 merchant’ ship in 1933 in the Port of Gdynia, Poland. 


During the days when gambling boats oper ted off the shores o 
Southern California, there was 4 boat known. ns theX"TANGO™ operating off of 
Long Beech in 1938. The "TANGO" had a short wave receiver and transmitter 
known as K NU P with a frequency, of 2738 or 2734. OND Ls 
advises that’ Subject MATHISON built the receiver and trAénsmitter sets both 

. for shore and-boat operation. es tap 


Additional information was secured on\PAUL ORR who was described 
as an active member of.the District Committee of th¢-Communist Party in 1934.. 

PAUL ORR-at the time, lived in Richmond, California; in Contra Costa County; 
ywith his wife, VICLET ORR. He was a paid Orgenizer for the Trade ‘Union Unity 
Vg) Sa and spent considerable time in orgenizing the farmers into 4 Farmers! 


E 


-16- 
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vine Several of the automobiles used.by the sub-section and section organi- 
3 4 . Pod : . * 


Wa retin ect pada sng aegeie sg atte a armel Nile tare eerie ck cee 


gers of the Communist Party were registered to PAUL OR or to his wife, as 
legal owner. A Dodge car was impounded by the Alameda County Sheriff's 
Office in.1935, which was registered ta. VIOLET ORR. 4 Chevrolet automobile 
in use at San Jose and vicinity by , § a prominent Communist -Party 
leader,.at that time was registered to VIOLET ORR. During the period of 1934 
and 1935, PAUL ORR was reported to be the paymaster for the Communipt Party 
functionaries. Both he and his wife were active in the American League © 
Against War and Fascism in 1935. In 1934, on an occasion when ROBERT MINOR 
spoke in Salinas, California under the auspices of the Communist P rty, PAUL 
‘ORR furnished the rent money for the hall to CaRL WILLIAMS, then Monterey © 
County Organizer. PAUL OhR was contacted by ROY KNOFTY.in 1935 for funds for 
the purpose of renting a hall in Hayward, California, where the. I ernational 
Labor Defense was holding a mass meeting. ROY KNOFTY at that timg was an 
Orgaiiizer for the International Labor Defense, working out of thej/office of 
ELAINE BLACK. % ai 


See W : . ; ; 

. < Goxffaor ty at present is Vice President. of the Workers Alliance in 
California and-rs also the "PEOPLE'S WORLD" subscription drive djrector for 
-hlameda County. ROY KNOFTY has been an active member of the Communist Party 
for many years. . ai 


The Americen Communications Association, Marine Department, has 
several locals in Southern California. — 


- Subject. CHESTER H. JORDANAsS Secretary of Local #7, business ad- 
dress 212 West 6th Street, San Pedro, California, telephone Sar Pedro L076. 
This local meets every Wednesday at 1:30 P.M’. at the headquarters address. 


The American Communications Association has two other locals. 
Local #9 has jurisdiction over point-to-point communications. | JOHN F, DUNN 
is Secretary, with an address of 313 Currier Building, 212 West 3rd Street, 
Los Angeles, California. fea 


Local #32 of the American Communications Association has jurisdic- 
tion over telegraph union employees and the Secretary is VICTOR SUTTON, ad- 
dress, 313 Currier Building, 212 West 3rd Street, Los sngeleg. 


Confidential National Defense Informant in March, 1941, 
was interested in ascertaining whether Subjeet CHESTER H. JORDAN held a radio 
telegrapher's license. The Informant advised that JORDAN has been active. in 
Communist Party circles ‘since he assumed the Secretaryship of the old asso“ | 
ciation known as the American Radio Telegraphers Association, Local #7, in 
Wilmington, California, the fall: of 1934 or early in 1935. It was definitely 
known that JORDAN. had no service on his license during 1935 as he was active 
all of that year as Secretary. of Local. #7. He is reported to have taken 2. 
trip to Seattle, Washington in the spring of 1936 for a period of four oF: . 


five. weeks... He returned to San Pedro, Cslifornin And. did not sign ship arti- a erat 

cles or work.on eny radio station the remainder of 1936. After the termina— 5 

tion of the 1936-1937 maritime strike, JORDAN relinquished his position of 
-17- . 
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Séeretary of Local #7 and snetalled his brother-in-law, CHARLES /p. LETDEN. 
_ LEIDEN is reported -to be another active Communist in the hori fn lommunica~ 
- £ions Association: For a time, Subject CHESTER HJ JORDAN assyrfed Yhe posi~ 
tion of Secretary of the Los Angeles Industrial Union Councif “ C.Ls0., with 
headquarters at.212 West 3rd Street, Los Angeles, California . He fremained 

jn this position until the fall of 1937 when he was élected As ong of the 
Vice Presidents of the Marine Division, American Communi¢dtAons Agsociation. 
jate in 1937 or early in 1938 it was decided that-CHESTER fi. JORDAN should 
so to New York. He was accompanied there by \ROY PYLE, Aho was onp of the 
elected Vice Presidents of the Marine Division off the Américan Cq unications 
Association. JORDAN spent about four months in New York, returning to San 
Pedro in the early summer of 1938. It was then that h¢ decided to assume | 
the Secretaryship of Local #7 «oof the American Complunjcations Aspociation, 
formerly known as the American Radio Telegraphers/Asgociation. ORDAN's 
brother-in-law resigned as Secretary of Local #7/ang JORDAN was /elected to - 


this position which he has held ever since. 


It developes that from July 1, 1935 to aber Day, 1938, CHESTER H. 
JORDAN worked as relief telegraph operator for the Wilmington fransportation 
Company. This work consisted of two day's Avork/ each week relieving the 
operators of the S.S. Catilina, the S.S. #valof, and occasionally the S.5S. 
Cabrillo. During 1934 it is believed th +, JORDAN obtained ve little, if 
any time on his operator's license as hg was netive in the 1934 strike end 
active in the formation of the America Radto Tolegraphers Asgociation in 
San Francisco, California. 


. Confidential National Defénse hformant| -—s—is“‘wséd from tthe above 
facts, believes that Subject CHESTER H. JORDAN, if he now ho ds “a legal, 
active telegraph operator's license, m t have obtained it with false signa- 


tures as to service performed. 


c.N.D.I. L___]as of Merch, 1941, stated that JORDAN is re- 
ported to have .issued a bulletin to/all.the radio operators on the Pacific 


Coast re-affirming that he is not Communist. 


C.N.D.I.L_ sf vised that Subject JORDAN'S record in 
San Pedro, California, since he took up permanent residence at that point, 
is.one of constant association and collaboration with the Communist group at 


that point. This Informant states that JORDAN has been a sort of Commissar 


in this group, 
whether national or international, thet has been to San Pedro is reported to 
ave been in conference with JORDAN during the past. six or seven years. 
JORDAN,. in the office of the American Communications ‘Association, 212 West 
6th Street, San Pedro, ran the affairs of Labors Non-Partisan League, and 


he was Chairman of the San Pedro unit. .At.jithe meetings of Labors Non-Partisan- 
\ mectings ae ; 
[psnovAn, ana BRIT X#EBSTER 


League, such Communist Party functionaries as (FRANK 

and his. wife were in attendance. Another CommuniSt"who attended these meet- 
ings is described as 4 little, short fellow, who was agent for the "PEOPLE'S 
WORLD", "DAILY. WORKER" and "NEW MASSES" at San Pedro. Another Communist 


Tee 


often dictating the policies to be followed. Every Communist, 
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Communist Party members and workers in the maritime unions. 


present, at these meetings was ations, desert as a violent) functionary. 
ELMER) WEVERT; Communist, and described as a smooth-working membgr of, the San 
Pedro Local of. I.L.W.U., attended the meetings of Labors Non-Pa tisan League 
when JORDEN was Chairman of the San Pedro unit. 


Subject JORDAN was nominated as candidate for the 68th} Assembly 
District in the prinary election held in the summer of 1939. He withdrew 
when pressure was brought upon him by members of Labors Non-Pdrtfiisan League, 
who, it is reported, had learned of JORDAN'S record as a Commpnijst and sub- 


_versive functionary. 


» Sen Pedro, 


The office.of CHESTER H. JORDAN at 212 West 6th Stree 
or the 


for the past six years has been a meeting place and rendezvqus 


oontiaontaeh National Defense Informan sechred confiden— 
tial inforMStron thet JAMES BURFORD, member of the Communist Party and con- 

nected with the U.O.P.W.A. - C.1.0., frequently telephones an cemmunicates . 
with CHESTER JORDAN. 


The dt--ect association between VOLNEY G. MATHISON amd CHESTER H. 
JORDAN comes ..urough their connections with the Marine Divisipn, Local #7; 
of the American Communications Association. ; 
Confidential National Defense Informant in March, 1941, 
was interested. in whether VOLNEY G. HMATHISON, who has been a member of Local 
#7 since it was founded in,1934, has a radio telegraph operator's License. 
Tt was the thought of this Informant that if MATHISON should have such 4 
license, it could only have been obtained with false signatures as to point 
of service as 2 telegraph operator. The Informant advised that Subject 
MATHISON was the first Secretary of Local #7 when it was organized. He 
continued as. Secretary until he formed a company known as. the Terminal Radio 
Company, where he was assisted by another member of Local #7, also a Communist, 
‘named HAMLETALOFTFIELD.» The Terminal Radio Company built radio telephone and - 
telegraph eqkhipment for yachts at San Pedro, Long Beach, Terminal Island and 
Wilmington, California. ° | , 


It is reported that this work by MATHISON and LOFTFIELD might have 
resulted in infringement on patent rights for the erystal-controlled, master 
oscilator, power amplifier circuit held by the Radio Corporation of America. 
The Informant advises that for this. reason they were frequently violating 
Federal Laws in regard to installation of Yadio equipment and therefore they 
kept the location of their shop e secret. Tt appears that at that time, the 
only way to contact the Terminal Radio Company was through a battery. shop on 
ivalon Boulevard, Wilmington, California. Subject: MATHISON at that time re- 
sided in Hollywood, California and His wife was reported to have been em- 
ployed as a script girl at one of the motion picture studios. HaMLET 
LOFTFIELD alsc-kept his address a secret. 


1G 
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During the 1936-1937 maritime strike, C.N ae advised 
thet Subject MATHISON acted as Chairman of the Proés Committee. | MATHISON, 
according to the Informant, installed the radio elegraph equipfent on the 


gambling ships known as the "Tango", the "Stap’of Hollywood", 
the fall of 1937, replaced the equipment on he "Star of Hollywood" with a 
5 meter teleprone rig. Aboard the"Calienge" andthe "Tango" the operators 
were reported to be OZRO B. GUEST and 4 C. LREMSTRONG, during 1937, 1938, 
and 1939. These men were electricians and during the last. six months, 
Subject MATHISON was assigned to t "Tango" as telegraph opeyator. The 
gambling boats have not been in operation since early in 1940 


C.N.D.I. dvises that from 1936 to 1940, Subject MATHISON 
never served.at any time on a bonafide radio telegraph equipped ship or sta- 
tion and that therefore, if MATHISON has a radio telegraph operator's license, 
it must have been obtained by fraudulent means. 


During the early part of 1939, Subject MATHISON and HAMLET LOFTFIELD 
were reported to have taken a mysterious trip into Mexico oh a supposed mining 
venture. At the time there were some negotiations going on} between the 
Mexican Labor Party and the Communist group under the direction of TOLEDANO 
with the C.1.0. group at San Pedro, Californi2z. The Informant advises that 
“Subject JORDAN had a hand, in this. activity and received letters from a Mexican 
group known as C.R.O.M. The Informant considered that the/ trip to Mexico had 
political implications rather than being a mining venture. 

by 
Confidential National Defense_Informan dvised that the 
NPROPLE'S {WORLD" ISSie of May 27, 1941, page 1, column 4, contains a state~ 
ment of Subject CHESTER H. JORDAN ang indicates that he was the sponsor of 
the testimonial dinner given for TEONCLLLEGHER) a Communist Party attorney. 
This sponsorship is also reflected in tne Los Angeles Times newspaper of 
Mey 25, 1941 at page 14. . é 


1. As-of July 6, 1936, Subject JORDAN was elected Secretary of the 
Maritime Federation of the Pacific, for the Southern California District 
Council #4. 
On or about: July 27, 1937, Subject JORDAN then secretary of the 
American Radio Telegraph Association, sponsored the California Peoples 
Legislative Conference, which had headquarters at 2h South Broadway Los 
ingeles.. ‘This was recorded in a circular of this organization advertising 
for other organizations to join. the California Peoples Legislative Conference. 

| : ; 
- PENDING ~ 


cc 


EDOe: 
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THE SASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 


“ 


MA 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


4 


AT ASHINGTON, D.C., will conduct investigation at the State 


Dépertment; to ascertain what passports have been issued to 
Subject VCLNEY GEORGE MATHISON, considering that they might 
have been issued under any of his known aliases. 


Will secure information as to whether a seaman would be 
required to have a visa or passport in 1933 or 1934 on travel 
to Russia. . 


Will determine. the nature of the communication had by Subject 
MATHISON with the United States Civil Service, “ashington, D.C 
in March, 1941, as well as the communication had by ee 


‘with the State Department in March 1941. 


THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


AT WILMINGTON, CALIFORNIA, will determine what activities 
Subject MATHISON has at the following addresses: 122 West 

5th Street, 634 or 6340 Fries Street, and 1107.D Fries Street, | 
noting that a Mr. BAILEY functions or lives at 634 Fries Street 


and that Subject MATHISON can always be located through Mr. 


BAILEY at 122 F Street, telephone Wilmington 4,076. 


AT SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA, will determine the connections of 
Subject MATHISON with. ALEX.C. HAGEL, .residence 2505 South Meyler, 
noting that HAGEL proba ably- finances: ‘JACK MOSCOVITA, who operates 


... the Zenith Radio Shop at 922 South Pacific Avenue, San Pedro, and 
“who resides at “1459 17th Street, San Pedro; further noting that 


VINCENT ZANKICH, residence Th 18th Street, San Pedro, a radio 
technician. is also, ee, “contact. of Subject, ‘WATHISON and “JECK 
MOSCOVITA. _ . Haag, 4 ae 


LT LONG BEACH “CALIFORNIA; will interview ERNEST JUDD, operator 
of the City “ater Taxi Company, 7th and Pico Boulevard, for his 
information concerning. activities of Subject, MATHISON. 


AT LOS’ ANGELES, CALIFORNIA, will contact the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission for information as to whether Subject _MATHISON 
or: “Subject. JORDAN have’ at present, or have ; Jin ‘the Fests held” a 
radio (Operator! Ss license. . eo aos , 


wi1 report the ‘resuits of ‘the mail cover placed on the mail of 
.. Subject MATHISON at, Post Office Box 422 “Wilmington, California, 
arid “his © yésidencé “address, 430 South * valker Street, San Pedro, 
California... 
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is ve UNDEVELOPED LEDS (CONTINUED ) 
THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


AT LOS. ANGELES, CALIFORNIA (CONT'D. ) 


Will endeavor to determine whether Subject MATHISON or Subject 

JORDAN have a bank account to reflect any Communist or subver- 

sive connection, or that funds are coming from a representative 
of a foreign country. 


Will determine the nature of the business engaged in by Dr. 
WALTER B. GOODFELLO”, 6381 Hollywood Boulevard, who has communi-~ 


cations with Subject MATHISON. 


MW 53280 Docld:34377805 Page 23 


C994 G- 32, 84 PB IE 
CANCEL ED 


a a ea, 


MW 53280 Docld:34377805 Page 24 


ral 
4 


ADDRESS REPLY TO 
[OPE ATFORNEY GENERAL: 
AND REFER TO 


REDE na . ‘DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
. WASHINGTON, D.. 


- eS, April 7, 1942 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. J. EDGAR HOOVER, aes 
DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. - | | 


le ee 
(Volney George. Mathison hison.(with alte?) 
634 Fries St., 

Wilmington, California 


Res 


ma 


Mr. Le Ms. Ce. Smith, Chief of ‘the. Special 
Defense Unit, has. forwarded a file containing.an ab- 


stract of information concerning the above entitled - | = 
Z subject who appears to be a citizen of the United. 
States. 


Tt. is. requested ‘that any investigative re- 
ports. and other ‘backgfound information contained in 
your files relative to the subject be forwarded’ to: - 
the Criminal Division, and that. you keep this Division 
advised of any information received by you in the future 
on the subjects 


\ 


Respectfully ,:. 


= Se, WENDELL BERGE, 
"oy We el : Assistant Attorney General. 


»/ BONDS 
[FV AND STAMPS 


U8, bees, 


Co 
any, 


eis 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THe ee aniowoces at EOS ANGELES —_ FILE No. LOO-4804 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
WHICH MADE 
WASHINGTON, De CG. 5/25/42 3/5,11/42 C. Ae O'BRIEN 

i ae be, ‘ 2 . ; . 
i VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISON, with alias, CHESTER 
Ain INTERNAL SECURITY = R 
ae aN 
hf | SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: _ ' Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation 

; have no records dating back further than 


1940. At the Federal Communications Commission, 
it was ascertained that the subject was: 

banned at the Navy Department as a ship's 
operator as of December 17, 1941. Subject - 
took Civil Service examiriation for radio. ¢ 


operator and received a mark of 98%, Never 

was appointed to any position, Employment | 
record with Civil Service application «°°. | 
reflected that he was aboard thé SS“SkanMail, / 
from October 5, 1933 to December 3, 1933. | 
Confidential informant T~l. stated he knew 
subject, at New York and is at present: ; 
corresponding with MATHISON for purpose of | i 
obtaining information.concerning his. Communist /: 
peer 


= Eve a 


‘ & x ~ 
REFERENCE: Report of Special Acent D. W. MAGEE nade, Tuita 
eA Or: | 25 & 
Sten 
tt S 
DETATIS: AT WASHINGTON, De Ce . } — 


da nose At the B f£ Marine Inspecti d Navigation, Shift 
ib 4. © Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation, 'S Age 
42 MAY 2A IML, the record of VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISON was ckeckea, Tt 
reflected that the permit certificate of identification for the subject 
is number 3~205~085 and further reflected the subject's address as - 


4 


given, 1122 South Patton. Avenué,''San Pedro, Californias 
wa 


APPROVED AND SPECIAL AGENT « Stace "1 
CHA , DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES * iC ‘(ORDED 


TH? 137 1 
a COPIES or THis-REPORT, “Hil; fs / Ga, LE OnE -h)- Piel 
Sek A : 

By ieee eres’ fur Oe 1949 4-1B-¢2 
a yo vie EEA Ts RAT gy, yw iM Zw 
1 ONI, 1 
Enclosure) 


f 
£ 


i. of 
ries \ 


MW 53280 Docld:34377805 Page 277 


MW 53280 


we MATHISON, born Alsas 


4 


The record showed that the subject was -born on August 13, 1897 at © 
Paducah, Texase The records set forth showing description of the subject, 


v 5 


Height -ean-amee 51 105! 


Byes one------= Blue 
Hair 9 ---~-er--- Light Brown - 
Complexion ~----- Light : 


‘Small scar on chine 


The record showed that the subject had shipped out of Wilmington, 
California, September 19, 1940, on the SS Catalina. This was the first 


“record which was made on the subject and the records of the Bureau do not 


go back any further than this so that it was important to ascertain 
whether or not a passport would have been obtained by the subject for his 
trip to Russia in 1933. The records showed that in 1941 the subject | 
shipped from Wilmington on the Cabrillo and also on the Avlon in 1941. 


At the Federal Communications Commission, contact was had with 
Mr. J. B. BETTLE who produced the record of the subject. «The record 
reflected that the subject held a radio telegraph license, first class, 
which was the highest class license-issued. ‘This license was renewed 
for the last time at Los Angeles on August 4, 1936 and was good for five 
years. The record further reflected that the subject was. banned by the 
Navy from employment as a ship's radio’ operator under the act of 
December 17, 1941. This is a public act 351 of the 77th congress which 
forbids the employment of any radio operator on any vessel other than any 
foreign registery sailing from a United States port. However, such : 
employment has been disapproved by the Secretary of the Navy. From a 
questionnaire which was dated August 14, 1940. This questionnaire was 


_ issued by FCC issued to commercial and amateur radio operators. This’ 


questionnaire reflected that MATHISON was residing at 1917 Ocean Front, 
Sunset Beach, California, and that he was born on August 13, 1897 at 
Paducah Cattle County, Texas and was employed by himself at 634 North 
Fries, Wilmington, California, It set forth that his wife DOROTHY JEAN 
ASH W@ATHISON was born July 18,°1907 in the United States of America. 
Father, Yred, was born in Denmark, October 5, 1862. The Father was 
naturalized and is deceased. Ie@~subject's mother was AGNES BERTHA PFEIL 
raine in Germany and was naturali,ed.” ft the 
Civil Service Commission, the aputteation of the subject was obtained. 

The application: was numbered 958121 and was for an éxamination for a 


radio operator, The subject received a mark of 98%. 


Under the heading of criminal record the subject, it appeared, 
while serving as manager of a radio store at Oakland, California in 1930 


. was arrested on the complaint of one of the salesmen that the subject 


refused to pay a sales commission. The complaint was issued by a judge 
in Contra County, California in December 1930, case was adjusted and 
dismissed without trial. The subject also set forth that he had been 
arrestéd for minor traffic violations. The application further reflected 
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‘that ‘the subject nad attended ‘ce toie High Scns Fairhope, Alabama | 2 
. from September 1909 to June 1913, and that he attended Lacone Radio 4K 
Institute, San Francisco, California from October 1913 to October 1914. 

_ The application also had a photostatic copy of a Mexican Operator's license 

certifying that the subject had ability to receive and transmit thirty words 

per minute in Spanish, This certification was dated December 6, 1917. The 

subject also set forth his various employments. | 


‘The periods in question show that from August 1, 1933 to October 
3; 1933 the subject was employed on the SS Chiloil and from October 5, 1933 
to December 3, 1933 was on the SS SkanMail from December 3, 1933 to August 
4, 1934 he was unemployed and from 1934 to 1936 was in business for himself. 
The subject further set forth that he had a Mexican radio. operator's license 
issued during the last World War and that he acted as an’ intelligence agent 
and operator of @ listening station ad Sessig ia du BOLEO, in lower California 
and Mexico. This was a-French Copper Mining Company which was acting for 
the purpose of checking on German radio activity in that vicinity.: The subject 
» set forth the following names as references in his application: ISON RTH, 
— 1443 North Lagoon, Wilmington, California: JAMES, Ad oe Fries: 
"_Avenue,..Wilmington, | Californias, VINCENT, IKICH,” “648° West 15th Street, San,“ | 
Pedro; California "RALPH O.AGORDON, 5708 Kenieston Avemie,. Los Angeles, af 
Californias. con ape, 93 Giralda Walk, ‘Long Beach Naples, California. ~ 


At the Federal Commmications Commission, acquaintance was made with. 
informant T=l. Informant T=1 stated that he knew the subject personally 
as he had dealings with him in New York City. He invited-the reporting 
agent down to his office and he produced the records of the American Radio . 
and Telegraph Association for November 1933, volume five, which reflected 
that the subject had been elected to report the A.R.T.A. at the Labor - 
Organizations Convention in Moscow and Leningrad, Informant T~1 also gave 
the agent two letters one is a letter from the subject to the informant . 
as above mentioned dated January 25, 1942 and set out as follows: 


v 


PeQe Box 422 : oe 
Wilmington, Calif. — 


‘Dear Karls 


Just sae in from:south of the ine for a few days stay and was at 
least amazed to get your, letter. 


As for political issues and the sneadant ‘Pyle you mention, that a 
was cleared up years ago’ with Pyle's expulsion for his part in the affair. 
Butat the same time the entire experience convinced me that I am constitutionally 


unadapted for any form of dee political activity and I have never engaged in 
ane of. it since. - 


fl 


an > mm a Me . ; 7 _ 4 pte ce od Si Sota 3 
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This has not altered my outlook in the least, and I should be perfectly 
tickled to resumé the discussion with you at the point where we left it 
pendant that day in the restaurant in New York with Ho ocke I am 
sure you are able to see in the way the world is blowing ‘up at present that 
Unele is and always was just about 100% correct. But that does not mean 
that I am going to have any single part of it, if I can help it. I decided 
after that experience to lay off all politics and go after some money and 
have had some occasional luck. Your information that I went mining is 
correct; have been on the desert for the last three years, both in 


Arizona and south of the line. Did pretty well in one operation and just 


starting another one now down in Sonora which should really ring the bell; 
am now building a mill on about half a million bucks worth of gold and 
tungsten ores 


. Yes; I saw your article in the Digest; also some of your other 
stuff. I have been on the verge several times of going back into the 
writing game; but every time I got a new break and didn!t have to bother 
with it. If you want some bonafide local calor for wild west gun stuff, 


_ you should eventually come and camp a while down in my neck of the woods 3 


I live in the real never—never land of western Sonora near the Gulf of Lower 
California, one of the least know parts of Mexico. We can't even elect 

a local "dele gado" (sort of village mayor) without two or three sixgun 
duels; as for me I.stay far away in the desert during election periods and 
am so completely uninterested in politics I don't know who is on what side of 
which question whatevere 


I think. you should never have monkeyed with the CTU; for my part 
I would have preferred to stay inside the original outfit and carried on the 
struggle according to my views; this is one of those things we can renew the 
discussion on sometime perhapse With best wishes and hoping to hear from | 
you again, I remain, : 


Sincerely yours, 
—S/A MAT 


The original letter is being forwarded to the Los Angeles Field 
Office and it may be noted that the word Uncle which appears in the second 
paragraph, tenth line, which refers to STALIN. Line one, paragraph two, - 
reference is made with an incident to PYLE. This has to do with a trial which 
PYLE and other members of the A.R.T.A. had information that the subject 
was evacuated from his office in the Union and from Union membership. 


Exhibit two dated March 12, 1942 and set out as follows 3 
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Box 503, Brooklyn, Noe Ye 
‘March 1k, 1942 


Dear Mat: | a 1. ot 


I sure was flabbergasted to hear from you again after all these 
years and I take your response to such a notorious "yed—baiter" as I 
am reputed to be as an indication that vou are no longer connected’ with 
the good comrades of the Stalin front. I always did think, though, that 
you made a mistake tearing up your card at your trial and quitting the 
Party. You would have made a wonderful spy in the Partys,. I-don't 
know whether I ever wrote you or whether you-ever knew it, but Hoyt 
Haddock wrote and traveled all over the country gathering up that Pyle. 
expose of yours, Even got Croney's copy away from him, which leaves mine 
about the only one in existence I guess. Must be a very valuable piece 
of early Mathison incunabulal Hi. 


Those were the days though! I often recall some of the out~ 
standing incidents and find myself wondering where the participants 
are today. Your colums of West Coast successes and then suddenly the 
curt notice, "Brother Mathison is no longer connected with the A.R.T.A." 
Guess you saw Pyle's frantic letters to HSH urging him to hurry out 
there as he couldn't hold the fort against you. One thing I was never 
able to figure’ out and I hope youvwill tell me thé truth, why did the ’ 
Party dump you in order to promote a second rater like Pylé. We need 
not ‘waste time on Pyle, I know he was your student and thatwyou made 
him, and his dismal record at New York*soon showed JackM#tachel and 
Browder what a stumble~bum they had picked tod irect the Party's 
affairs in communications, You had made a darn good record out there 
and not trying to flatter you but you were obviously a far more capable 
man than Pyle would ever be. Why the switch? Had Pyle gotten to © 
Darcy and Bridges? Or just what is the low-down on this? So much for old 
AR.T.A. gossipe | ‘ 


I am interested in prospecting and mininge Took a course in 
~mineraology a few years ago at Columbia but was never able to put my 
newly acquired knowledge (?) to any practical use. I. am tied down now 
to the Hast Coast because of my mother who is a one-legged cripple 
confined to bed and I have no one to look after her but one of these 
days when this war is over I want to prowl around out there in your 
territory. "Texas Jack" Caldwell, an old=time operator whom you may 
know did very well silversmining out there in New Mexico or Arizona. 


4 2 I hope you are not selling phoney mine stock because if you 

' are my friends the P.Q. Inspectors are sure to catch up with you. Were 
you ever around Cucurpe? .Some slicker called Metz salted a honey of a 
"gold" mine up around there and stuck a lot of Hollywood nitwits for 
about 75 grand with it. What are you anyway a "gold" miner, silver miner 
or what? I certainly wish I could cet out to see yous Gold affects me 
just like it does most people, makes me itchy and greedy. 7 $4 


=e 54 
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| T haven't had time towrite’a two page letter in a coon!s age so your , 
gold mine must.have aroused my curiousity <= or cupidityt 


Yes, I would like: to continue our dialetical discussion some day 

- that we broke off way back in '34,. I'11 never forget the dumb look on 
Haddock's face as he listened to us talk. TI dontt think that Texas 
‘scissorbill ever heard of Marx or Engels in his life until he came to New Yorke 
He was one prize yokel if I ever saw one: Say, that reminds me of a couple 

of things I have long wanted to question some authority on. I would like to. 
get a good book on the OGPU. Essad Bey is a bunch of junke Do you know 

.of any authoritative ever written on that outfit? Has anyone ever done a fair, 
. authentic and reliable book on the OGPU? Also who succeeded Felix Dzershinsky? 
There were a couple in between him and Henry Yagoda, Stalin was knocking them 
off pretty regularly then. I think Dzerzhinsky was a great man and a true 
revolutionary but Yagoda was a cheap politician on the order of Himmlere -Or 
am I wrong? : are 


Oo 


Another question I always wanted to ask youe Who paid your fare 

to Moscow in 19342 I remember some motion in September of that year before 

I went South for the winter to send a delegate and'then in the Spring I 

learned you had gone to some "Labor Conference" in Moscow where you met 

Kalinin and all the other party bigshots. But as the A.R.T.A. only had 

about $500 in the treasury and still owed Deianey well over that amount it 

always puzzled me as to who financed your junkete Or is this a "state secret" 

you prefer to keep to yourself? I promise not to give it to the FBI. Hii 
Anyway, Matt lets keep track of each other and shoot me a line 

of the old Mathison bull from time to time. 


With all best wishes and 73. 


This is.a letter which informant Tl has s ent to the subject in 
which he hopes to have the subject commit himself concerning his trip to 
Russia and his Communist activities, Tl has agreed to keep the Washington 


Fiekd Office informed .of any further correspondence he has with the subject > 
‘in this case. 7 


PENDING _ 


Meee bey ba eon = So Se tage te 


an ; - 6 « 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


t 


THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION 


| WASHINGTON, D.C. 


At the Washington Field Office will conduct an | 
investigation-at the State Department: to determine whether 
or not passports have been issued to V. G. MATHISON when he 
made his trip to Russia in 1933. Consideration should be” : 
given to the subject's aliases when making this investigation. 


é 


— PENDING = 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT : i 
“Tel Lieutenant KARL H. W. BARRSLAG, Lieutenant \ 
in the Office of Naval Intelligence. 
So 
(oe 
) 
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“aaa Bureatt at iuestiaatinit . es \ 


Untten States Departitent of Justice 


San Francisco, California 
June 2, 192 


; - Director ae 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 5 Sea 
Washington, De Ce . 


Re: VOLNEY GHORGE MATHISON,- 
with aliases, et al; 
INTERNAL SECURITY (R). 


Dear Sir: 


This office has recently been advised by the local. | 
office of Naval Intelligence that MATHISON has been denied 
the right to sail on vessels of the Merchant Marine as a_ 
radio operator. This action was taken by order of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy under authority granted by vEopisential: 
order. 


A copy of this letter is being directed to the 
Los Angeles office, the office of origin, in order that 
details regarding this removal may be obtained and submitted 
to the Bureau in the next report rendered. 


There are no outstanding 1 aioe in this case in the 
San Francisco oittees , 


Very truly yours, 


COPIES DESTROYED 
R42 MAY 24 1961 


REM: MJD 
100-2777 


f» ec) 2=Los Angeles 
ue (33 jim yn i 
3 i 
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net ae he:is mining either in Arizona or Mexico, and that- 

‘ ERNIE JUDD, city water taxi, Long Beach, laa 
f\~ a 8 ' the best man to know of his present activities... 
is ; Subject CHESTER H. JORDAN is teaching marine elecm 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF - RIVBSTTCAR ION 


‘Form Hoe 
This Case Originated At Los ANGELES - 


File No. 100662. 


hemeunmmnegernmers sty epaied career ne wneeer weree: % 

Report wade At “TDSCE WHER SETA TOE OT Ro Cae ee eee 

ia eae nana: ado | Period For" [ Report Made ca 

6s | ANGELES, ¢ CALIT. mee [42 2 ROE De We HACER eye 
ae ee dpe eel eae eae ae GEE sae 


UA 
YOLNEY OBORSY 


AT ATHTSON, with aliases ve INTERNAL SECURITY-R 
_ CHEST . a 


tly. Mornay 


Subject: VOLNEY: GEORGE .MATHISON stil resides | 
( with his wife, JEAN, 430 South Walker, San 
- * Pedro, According to, a neighbor, VOLUBY MATHTSON. 
. dis very seldom hor nC: ‘and travels’ extensively. 
JEAN MATHISON. is. employed: in. the Consoli dated 
‘Shipyards. Subject. MATHISON still receives mail 
at’. Postoffice Box 422, Wilmington, and receives’ 
.communications fron New York and ‘from aC. C. . 
CONLIN in Los Angéles. Secretary of Navy refused 
x to issue a radio operator's license. to MATHTSON. 
_ Neighbors sand others knowing MATHISON believe that 


tricity and radic in a-school: at. long ‘Beach, ShouE@  -.- 
af) 

MATHISON make trips to Mexico, he may be operaging,a 

radio station there as’ he ‘did in. ne: first Wort ie. s 


wD 
i 


ee Francisco 


2 


<a 
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RECORDED cory Pr2mD Tw /d0~/¢ FES n-/h 


<2 
Gog oe hha es 


7 ve 4 2 3 e s 
REFERENCES: Report of Special Agent D. | WAGER, - Los Angeles, 1/PEJIBS | = 
-. + + t Report -of Special agent oo O'BRIEN, Washington,D. Or 48/25/42., (¢ 
"DETAILS: - AT LOS ANCELE 8, CALTFORUIA : v 
« . ‘ nm ‘ oo 
. The refe rede, v report of Special Agent C. A. o'SRIEN corréborates cary 
the. fact- that Subject’ MATHISON was aboard. the S..S. SKANMATIy in 1933, iW) his 
Bia \\y Ugtes of be Béitig October 5 to December 3,: 1933, / inclusive. This, er 
\ eng ae fact: ‘that. the Tepes beni to the oape in Leningrad, 
eM aes ‘orn fo. sabe, CS eh ASS Se Ie aS “Do. Not. .te. In, ee “Spaces... 
ee 2 Pose bre 14-4. | ew "RRCORDE. 
wfed - Bu of ani Re? SOE ‘ 
\( 2a Bureau ~~ 1-G2,San’ Francise i ints. ah das. Bs Ve. 
e~ Washington Field 1-G2, Los Angeles | ae 1 1 194? . Reve 
2~- New York 1-ONT, . San Diego |. a fee ee Pee 
\ oe eae | L-ONT, Los Angela a INDEXED | 
2- los Angeles eee aes % 7 Sahiouee _ 


RB 


en ee ee 


to~o 
VOLNES@ATHLSON still maintains a’Postoffice Box No. 422 


ope ate a. radio store a repair service in Wilming “tony, and inasmuch as 
in Wilmington, ad- 
Vised that MATHISON usually calls for his mail on Sunday mornings, but that 
he apparently has been away, as the mail has been accumulating for some time. 
Tt was noted that. MATHISON had a letter from the War Production Board, Wash- 
ington, D. ¢C., eb umas a ae 7, 1942. He had letters from the General. Motors 
Acco tance Corporation at. 0 Wost Ocean Boulevard, Long Beach. He had a 
letter from the Ducommun ae and Supply Company ,’ *Postoffice Box 2117, Tor- 
‘minal Annex, Los Angeles. He had‘'a letter from ‘the! C Carlyle House, 535—-5th 
Avenue, New York City. ‘Tie. letter, when held up to the light, reflected that 


its contents were only a Singlo sheet’ typewritten communication without salue 


tation or signature, bearing. only names and. addresses. ’ These names and ade 
Gresscs were as follows; » ee te : 


CURTIS MenOUn, 10 East’ 49th- stroot, Now-York city; © 
’ BRANDT ‘and BRANDT, LOL: Park Avenue, Now York City; — 
PAUBSRBLNOLDS, -529-Sth ‘avenue, NewYork City;———_ 
‘ANNE WATKINS, Inc., 210 Madison Avenue, New York Citys and 
“MacINTOSH and OTIS; 18 East 4st Street, New York City. 


VOLNEY MATHISON in his box as Wilmington had a Lotter from 239 
South Oxford Avene » Los dngeles. When held to the light it appeared that. 
this letter was from C. C. CONLIN or C. C. CONDON.’ The: contents of the Lotter 
could not be ascertained from. a light inspections pp , 
Reference to: the Los Angeles enereliic city dircetory reflects . 
that ‘the telephone at 239. South Oxford & ieciseca Los. Angeles, is listed to 
‘ALEXANDER CONLIN, telephone PEderal 6722. Further: investigation will bp. 


made concerning the side entity.and activities ‘of ALEXANDER OONL IN and | ‘of 
C. C. CONLIN, pee goatee resides at this address. - 


ail covers are. being ‘renewed .on-Postoffice Box ee at Wilmington, 
as well as on the- residence address of VOLNEY MAT HISON ak South Walker Strect, 
San Pedrow |. 


a? “4 


As of January 30, 1942, it was learned that Subject VOLNEY GEORGE 
MATHISON had fatled to be: approved by the Secretary of the Navy for any 
cmployment as radio oporator on board any. vessél other than of foroign 


eH 
x from an American nh POrG because of his un-dmeriean ACHES ‘ties. 


a 
regiotry sd ailing 


Kno: ring Cap sunjoct MATHISON, woe be know to pais house es in 
Wilmington, inquiry was made at several radio places, including varinc Radio— 
phones and RCA, and a Mrs BLOT? advised.that, very few of the radio operators 

_ in Wilmington had personal’ iniowledge of MATHESON, » other than the oldtimers. 
Mr. ELLIOT? stated hc héard VOLNEY: MATHISON was interostcd.in mines in Mexico. 
Mr. ELLIOT? advised thet ERNIE or ERNEST. JUDD at the city water taxi stand at 


. the foot of West 7th Street, Long Beach, . knew of or kecps up with the activi-~ 
ties of VOLNEY HA HIISON. a 
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Information furnished with the reference report of Special Agont 
CG. A. O'BRIEN reflects that, during the last World War VOLNEY MATHISON had a 
radio- station in Heitieo; so therefore-it would be “interesting to ‘know whether: 
VOLNEY MATHESON wight be operating “g° radio’ station -now in Mexico... It-is 
noted that the reference report of Special Agent O'BRIEN reflects that Subject 
WATHTSON. had-a photostatic copy of a Mexican operator!s license certifying ‘that. 
the Subjcct “had ability to receive and@-transmit: ‘thirty words per minute in 
Spanish. THis certificate, however, was dated December GTO se 

Tt was not cotisidéred advisable to interrogate Subject VOLNEY ‘C. 
MATHTSON at -the oresent time-for- two’ reasons, one, that Washington, D.C. 
Confidential Informant T-l expects to again communicate with Subject MATHISON, 
and secondly, it “is felt that- MATHISON'S presont activitics should be ascer= 
tained prior to interview. i ee: 


- Mb. ALBERT-R. GETTY, the neighborhood air-raid warden, works days. . 
and can only--be réached late in the evenings. His cooperation will be. secured 
to identify VOLNEY MATHISON'S prosent. activities, including points of travel 


-in srigona and in Mexico. 


-With-relation to. Subject CHESTER JORDAN, Special Agent W. E. MAYNE . 
on-‘April 1O, 1942 ascertained from a Mr. JOSEPH DESSERT at 812 El Mansor, Al- 
hambra, that CHESTER JORDAN is presently teaching radio operators in. a school 
at Long Beach, ‘California.~ Mr. DESSERT ‘statcd that. Subject CHESTER JORDAN’ was 


formerly active in the American folegravhers association, now known as the ACA 
5 ib : 3 


with headquarters: ab 212 West 6th Street, San Pedro. So far_in the instant 
investigation no dircet. association is known betwécn CHESTER “JORDAN. and Sub- 
ject VOLNEY MATHISON. (© 7°) 4 be BON ga” BRR ee ats 
: Tnasnuch as the Los Angeles Division Office has a file on CHESTER 

H. JORDAN, L. A. File 61-496 entitled: "CHESTER HUBERT, JORDAN, WAS, CHARLES 
LINDSTROM,» "PEG-LEG", INTERNAL SECURITY-R", no further report will ‘be made 

in the VOLNEY. GEORGE MATHISON file on Subject JORDAN, and he will heréinafter 

be dropped from tho title of the. instant file. As a matter of record, however, 
Subject CHESTER JORDAN formerly lived at’ 927 .Crestwood, San Pedro, and is now 
Living at .477 West 22nd Street, San Pedro, and is an instructor in Marine Elec-_ 
tricity'at the Olive Vocational Center Public National. Defense Training School, 
at Long Beach. Copies of this report are boing furnished to’ the New York Field 
Division Office for future reference to cover leads that may be advisable .on 
New York corre’spondéace of Subject VOLNEY MATHTSON. Copies of this’ report are 


‘being furnished the San Diego*and San. Francisco Field Divisions, as well as. 


the Phoenix office, for the reason that VOLNEY NATHISON has been knovm to 
make extensivo travel trips. °° "se ee ee 


7 Bhs og L oa mk Sly PTO 
pot . Bg i : we ‘ ' Pe 


a 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS: es : < | 


THE WASHING 


‘TON. FIELD DIVISION: . on 9 


% At, the Washington Field Office will conduct an investigation 
at the State Department to determine whether or not passports have 
,been issued to V, G. MATHISON when he made His trip to Russia in 1933. 

‘Consideration should be given to the sebderess aliases when making 
this inves stigation. wets : oe eae ses = fil 


ame 


At WASHINGION, De ys 
: | : : “ 
Will determine whether Washington, D. C., Confidential Informant | 
T-lL has had any further communi cat’ ion or advice from Subject VOLNEY 
MATHISON . : 


TER LOS ANC CELES. FIELD DLVISTON: a 


ay 7 


Ar. SAN PEDRO, CALTBORNTA: - 2 : | . nes . (as 


: “Will re port the resul ts of mail’ cover on. mad) at 130: ‘South Walker ' 
Street, San Pedro, at the residence of Subject VOLNEY MATHISON and at 
his Postoffice Box No. aaa Wilmington, CaaS ee : 
WALL ‘contact Mr. “ALBERT: GETTY, an air pata: warden res ee at - 
432 South Walker, to secure his coopération in observing activities. — 
of VOLNEY MATSISON, his neighbor. Mr. ALBERT GETTY has a telephone, - 
San Pedro 525" Ro eae GR Ree 


AT. TERMINAL ISLAND, CALIFORNIA: 
.- - WAL1 discreetly ¢ ascertain the nature of employment at the Con— 
‘solidated Shipyards of JEAHOMTHISON » the wife of Subject VOLNEY.. 
‘ MATHISON, Securing any information that may be on her application, © 
and will endeavor discreetly to ascertain through the plant management 
the TE esent location of VOLNEY MATHISON. 


( . ; yO . 


“AT LONG BEAGL, CATON ES 


WALL Aseeraine. Prom the cenor al Motors Reeapeanee: corporation, 
110 West Océan Boulevard, Long Beach, the. history of VOLNEY |.ATHISON | 
on his application to secure credit, * and determine from this source | , é 
: whether: VOLNEY ‘MATHISGN has«a bank account » so that it mar be in- ‘ 
““spected for. facts it. might: record a OEE BE ETeON, As, ar een 
Le of a forcisa poner. 4 : : | 
- -.Will-contact ERNIE or -grms Moun 6 ian of the ae: dobie : 
-vities of Subjéct MA \THISON.. ERNEST -JUDD.-can be located at- the city | 
“water taxi company. at the foot: of. West 7th Street, Long: Beach. 


& 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS oonnanied) 
CHE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISIGN (continued) : 


AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: 


! 


Will determine whcther C. C. CONLIN or ALEXAUDERACONLIN, residing 


at 239 South Oxford Avenue, Los angeles, are connected with the Com 
imunist Party or have Russian interests, noting that ALEXANDER CONLIN 
is a reat, of Subject VOLNEY MATHISON. 
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Toe 


~ FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No. 1 


Form NOt warepar LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA FLENO. 100-80), 


REPORT MADE aT PATE WHEN MADE PERIOR FOR gepont MADE BY 

} . WHICH mane 6/203 ; 

WASHINGTON, D. Ce 7/25/ue 7/26,16/l2 | De &. HRUSKA DAH:eac 
cas oe WSs EPI ae eee at pla mana je LAN ee ee 


TITLE ‘ . CHARACTER OF CASE 


YOINEY GEORGEOMATHISON, with aliasess | rNTERNAL SECURITY-R 
CHESTER H.CJORDAN | | 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Confidential Informant T-1 received a 
letter from subject MATHISON dated May 30, 
1942, which is set out. ‘Informant also 

y submitted information.from ARTA files 

concerning MATHISON. State Department — 

records reflect MATHISON received only 

one American passport and that was for a 

trip to Mexico in October, 19h0. 


- RUC - = Re 


REFERENCE: Report of Special Agent C. A. O'BRIEN, Washington, D. C., dated 
May 25, 192, and report of Special Agent D. W. MAGEE dated at... = 


Los ungeles, July 3; 192. ae 
: se = LN ra 
DETAILS: AT WASHINGTON, D.C. ae: 


plated disieachelahsahancannen Danae 


On July 10, 19.2, confidential informant T-1, whose identity 
is known to the Bureau, telephonically contacted this office and advised 
that he had received a letter from subject MATHISON in response to his 
letter dated March 12, 19,2, which is set forth on page 5 of reference 


report of Special.agent. O}BRIEN, 


Confidential informant. T-1 was contacted by the reporting agent, 
and it was noted that ‘the-Letter mentioned in the above paragraph was 
post marked at Wilmington, California, on June 2,192, at 1:30 p.m. The 
letterhead of subject) MATHESOM!s;ftetter’ read: 


y 


OPIES DESTROYED 4c hBbgyt air Vining Co. | ser 
VOLNEY GY UATHISON, General Agent My ce 
> ata a Pr Box 22" WiTmin Calif," pet ee 
APPROVED ANDY BF Dy SPECIAL AGENT DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES/ 


FORWARDS at <a Mf Mal sie x53 5 IN CHARGE 


i a nae. 


rs COPIES OF THIS REPORT a OF 

AoE shheall 08 YH gg dee. 
nh b8ios Angeles {I ‘ONI; 1 G-2; 

PHETUS RED 

lex, gs 2+ Washington Field 

i C\ IW EAN Tena at fh = \' 
eI ae, rae Toomey 1 : ee z Z ; 
LAE om. hale 


» @ if 


sees Ef. Bae 
ry oy 


Ppt CMT oy as 
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The letter as received by confidential informant T-l is set . 


out as follows: 


"Dear : 


"Just back in again for a rest up after a two month 
trip and find both your letters of March 12 and‘April 17. I 
must say you are certainly bitter about politics. Perhaps I 
have suffered preater shock, loss and damage than you as a 
result of ever being involved in political matters. But my 
_reaction is quite different. It seems obvious to me that tre- 
‘mendous political forces are at déath grips all over the world. 
It may be impossible entirely to avoid it. But at the-same 
time I am resolved to stay.as far away as I can from all these 
several forest fires and up to:now the best place I have been 
able to find is. the wilderness of the western Sonora desert 
where I don't even have a radio receiver and in general can 
do pretty much as [ damn well please, 


"No, I do not sell mining Stock: I nave some quite 
extensive mines, “some of them gold, one of them copper and one. 
“molybdenum and this trip I brought in about 850 grams of .8 
kilo or a pound and a half of gold which pays some expenses; 
in fact I have never mined at a loss. I live on a bonafide. 
western Mexican ranch where there aré no dudes and everybody 
wears chaps and guns as a matter of fact and not for fun. I 
am in partnership with a Mexican he runs the ranch and I rm 
the mines and what we say goes around that section of the 
desert. I did have an American financial backer who was on 
the verge of putting about sixteen thousand on the line for 
bigger developments; he was in Nogales with his check on Decem- 
ber 6th and on December 7th he got into a Pullman and tore for 
home and I haven't heard anything of him since; but we keep. 
going along on a lesser scale than originally planned. . 


"No, I never - heard” before of Cucurpe, whereever that 
is and couldn't be interested in salted rat holes as I have 
too much good rock of my own. 


®In your rettes of April 17, you ask about Brockway, 
Dockendorf and others. I haven't seen Brockway since 193 and 
the last report I heard was that he was working in the S. F. 
police department.’ Dockendorf in-my opinion is just a rattle- 


/ 
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‘headed zero in every respects; haven't seen ‘him sinee 1935, I 
only slightly knew Nottingham and Durbins I suppose they are 
still pounding brass, Hersick I remember tore off to the | 
Oklahoma foothills a couple years ago. 


& 


— 


"You ask me who was the Russian head of the secret . 
: place pefore Yagodas I uster know put, all this stuff is too 
a , remote from my interests of the last five years and I do not © 
- -{f vemember. As for a book on the GPU, I doubt there is one in. 
. existence in any language that would be worth a hoot in hell; 
the GPU gents that I met uo with years ago were clean cut 
well educated young gents. just about like our ovn F BI. No 
doubt there were some bad eggs upstairs, such as. mister ance 
who. probably got what was coming to him long Sete 


‘"'T don't see much to be gained by ae mixed up in- 
) any way in all that sort of grief; somebody has to, I suppose,-’ 
but as I remarked before:I am more interested in making some 
- money as I think it will always be sure useful, no matter what 
kind ‘of government the world ends up with and the desert is ( 
- certainly a lot easier on the nerves that any place.I have - 
| : ever lived in. Our ranch is on an old Spanish trail- leading |  % 
| _ from the Boludo placer fields, the greatest in western iiiexico, 
across sixty miles of desert westward to the Gulf of California 
. where the old galleons used to load leather sacks of bullion 
asfar back as 1657. Another trail comes in from Hermosillo. 
to the southeast and winds northwest up the coast, across the 
Devil Desert to Yuma; this is one of the old pioneer trails 
from Mexico to California; in fact California placer dust came 
southeastward over this route for some reason and the Apaches 
used to raid the returning travellers and loot their outfits; 
some of this California placer gold in rotten remnants of 
leather sacks’ has been found and much more is supposed to be 
r around, but [ wouldn't waste gasoline or horsehide looking 
for such stuff; I get lots of weird stories to which I have 
one answer, I have a mill, bring in your rock and I'll grind 
it up. 


"T have a lot of marvelous story material on hand, 
but no time to make use of it, though I expect to manage that 
'in the near future. — . 


A 


- - | | | - 7 a 
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“Any time at all that you are free to make a trip 
out this way you will be. perfectly welcome; in such event, 
however, let me know-well in advance; we are normally in. 
Tucson about once a month. You will only need a birth certi- 
ficate to cross the line as long as you are not going into 
Mexico for business reasons and you should bring a couple 
of reams of writing paper, as you would pronapiy find use 
for it... ( = 
ze 34 Sincerely yours 


ae Mat. 


Mp, Sys ' June lst Sa wk 


; "Had to come back to the coast for a day or two 

and find a nice lemon out here in the news of being on some 

navy list of brasspounders who have to go before a board 

and get a clearance on wnAmerican activities. This is just 

one more example of the double-barreled grief involved in \ 
' ever having anthing to do at any time with politics-~you 

end up by being regarded as a villain by practically” 

everybody. . 
Mat e tr ( 

Copies of the letter from subject MATHISON and the envelope 

are retained in the files of the Washington Field Division. 


' Confidential informant T-l advised the reporting agent that 
he has in his possession quite a bit of information concerning the mem- 
bers of the American Radio Telegraph Association, usually referred to 
as A.R.T.A., and that this information had been originally furnished to 
the Bureau for any purpose they deemed advisable. 


From the files of the hereinbefore mentioned confidential 
informant the following memorandum was noted: 
"Memorandum dated iiay ae 


"Known Commmist of a,particularly 
dangerous char eters” that is 


si ‘'Hatchetman! cay able of sabotage, é # 
espionage opwie Gua 


ayoutey daintson, alias MATT. BLACK and several other 'party 
names,' reputedly honorary citizen of the U. S.5.R. for outstanding ° 
services aSngeses the Russian Revolution in the Black Sea during 1921. — 


7 ben: 
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First A.R. r oA. organizer on the West, Coast until repla ea by ROY byiz 
_ on party orders, Wife's name JEANNE DARRYL, the Commyhist organiz 
and activist in the motion picture industry at Hollywood.™ 
) 
Exhibit from a aepten. written by ieeval THBORNE dated. 
pecenber lL, 1934, who was opposed to the Communist/Party and who was 
an ofeicey of the A.R.T.A.: 


"Matters regarding radical activities ¢f MATHISON were not 
broughtup on the floor but at the Committee.medting MATHISCN admitted - 
previous membership in the Communist Party. We turned his Communist 
Party. books over to Communist members. MATHJSON claimed that his 
activities in the Communist Party lasted o a few months and in no 
manner affected the United States as an official of the A.R.T.A." 


The following iuueaenusiion was eenduste? by Spesies Agent 
Te Be BRUNINGA: : . 


Confidential informant known to the Bureau, reveals 
that VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISON was issued his first American passport on 
October 3, 190, No: 672331, for:an intended one year trip to Mexico 

for the purpose of "mining intersts." Subject MATHISON requested that 
his passport be sent to him at Post Office Box 22, Wilmington, Cali- 
fornia. The identifying witness was *GHESTEA| HORDDER, 927 Crestwood 
Street, San Pedro, California, who had know "subject for. (eight years. 
At that time MATHISON advised that he-was born on August 13, 1897, in 
Blanch, Texas, and that his occupation was that of mining, and his 
permanent - ‘residence at 1122 Patton Street, San Pedro, a Le 


- REFERRED UPON COMPLETION. TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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MENORAWTUM FOR ASSISTANT ATLORNEY GENERAL 
PENDELL BERGE 


RE: VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISOR, with aliases 
634 Fries Street 
. Wilmington, California 


Reference is made to your recent memorandum in which 
you requested that any investigative reports concerning the 
above individual be furnished the Criminal Division. 


_ For your information, I am transmitting herewith 
copies of the following reports in the case entitled "Volney 
George Vathison, with dliases; Chester 8. Jordan: Internal 
Security <i": eas ti 


Report of Special Agent D. W. Magee dated February 27, 
1941, at Los Angeles, California. 

Report of Special Agent D. W. Magee dated Jamuary 14, 
1942, at los Angeles, California, — 

Report. of Special Agent C. A. O'Brien dated Mey 25, 1942, 
at Yashington, DB. GC, 

Report of Special Agent 0. ¥. Magee dated July 3, 1942, 
at Los Angeles, California. 

Report of Special Agent D. A. Hruska dated July 25, 1942, 
at Washington, DB. ¢. 


’ . Very truly. yours, if 


Nir. Tolson - 
RECO; 2): EE BEE Pr re ooTers 

Mr. BE. A: Tamm__ —_ See rag 3 “~~ 
Bay ee FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES of 

Mr. Glavin SEP © 4642 es 

Mr. Ladd ¥ ; rae A 

: pnclosures OS cin dt fa Benne a 

Mr.. Nichols ; ; Ba U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUST 2 w 

‘Mr. Rosen. ie . Ss ey 

Mr. Tracy Tee nan aanrna nonce: are Secale S . 

Mr. Carson AGGN ME UAIGAS ONS Seu Med cia taldieh ONE See = 

Mr. Coffey ie { M Bead bE a a 

Mr. Hendon tie ef . ive ai fo 4 
‘Mr. Kramer a PAE “SEG, A ic /acey Le ae ry, 
| Mr. MeGuire__ CH SOR FL 9A 

Mr. Quinn Tamm___ | SDER b SUDA OF INVESTIGATION { O/ j i 

: A } PAgSP ENR sHeT aR : I : 

, Miss Gandy ily pe ee fe 
A yy. Oe iH 
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é GENERAL” an as 
_ AND NUMBER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
dB STRiew WASHINGTON, D. = 


’ 


146=71917 September 15, 1942 


oS 


. Carson 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
FEDERAL BUREAU _OF INVESTIGATION 


Oo 
Re: Volney George Mathison 

634 Fries Street 

Wilmington, California 
, , se ; F 
The Criminal Division acknowledges receipt — 
of your memorandum dated September 4,.1942 on the 
above-captioned subject, attached to which you trans~ 
mitted copies of five investigative reports, 


The Criminal Division has reviewed ell 
information available concerning this. person and 
advises that, inasmuch as it is disclosed that the 

subject was born at Blanch, Texas and it does not 
appear that a violation of any federal statute is 
involved, no further investigation is requested at 


this times . 


_ Respectfully, 


_ Ma WENDELL’ ey an 


Assistant Attorney General 
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; : PART ME HTC a re 
A - ee Sos di duunte te 845/98 Crone ee 
; j o 2. ¢ WASHINGTON at ee RC /dg-10/2 
of a3 . October 15, 192. . 
From: The Secretary of the Navy 
Tos oo. Commandants, All. Naval, Districts and. distribution. list below. aimed 


+ Subject: . Gxrmson, Volney Geor ge ; 9 | eS ; 


References: - (a) Act of December 27, 1L9h1 (Public 1 Law Noe 3515 Tien Congress, Av 
7 : 1st Session). A 
' (b) Defense Communications Board Order Nos 3 dated 25 March 19h2. { 
Ae Subject fudte operator on July lh, 19h2, personally appeared } 
before the District Qualification Po oard, Eleventh Naval District, San Pedro, : 
California, and appealed the order of the’ ‘Secretary of the Navy of January 22, 
192, removing him from employment as a. radio operator on board vessels of 
United States registry, and the disapproval of his employment by radio comaun- 
ications companies and denial of- his access to the operating premises of such: 
companies dated April 10, aes : 


’ 


2. After a very careful review of all the facts and circumstances 
‘involved in this case, including the above described appeal, the Secretary of 
the- Navy has directed that the disapproval of subject's employment as outlined, 
in paragraph 1, be AFFIRMED. Tages 


fl 
. \ 


eos ' 3, The Commandant. of the Bleventh | Yaval Dis strict is directed to- 
notify Mr. Mathison of the decision of the Secretary of the Navy and to trans- . 
mit a copy of :such notification to the. office of the Assistant Secretary of the tod 
Nawy. 


ale: & “the Department will mice notify Mr. Mathison of the Secretary ° 
of thé Navy's decision and will transmit: a copy of such notification’ to. the 
Commandant of, the Eleventh Nav ral District. a. - 


, 


\ 


/S/ RALPH A. BARD, 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
es ; By direction of the Secretary of the Navy.’ 
Distributions’  - ; ie 4 
Chief of. Naval Operations Re. 
Op-16-Bf-13 Op-203. Op+16 . ee ad 
Chief. of Naval Personnel 
Commandant of Coast Guard (20) 
an . The Attorney General | 
The Bechetary of Commerce . 
‘Chairman of Maritime Commission; Operations; Personnel 
ee: rman of Federal: Communications Commission; Chief of Field Division a 
Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation ms . ie | 
| 


Director of Military, Intelligence Division ah gee 
Civil Aeronautics Administration ; 
DIO's, All Naval. Districts . 

Department of State = Passport Division 
War: Department - iy eae ic. Security Board 


| ROS 
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| ; - PENALTY FOR PRIVATE USE To AVOID 
NAVY DEPARTMENT : C118 ’ PAYMENT OF POSTAGE, $300. 


WASHINGTON, D. C. 


Ser Sees | —— 


OFFICIAL BUSINESS - 


an oY ? OP. 


MAUY RAIL ROO) 


— tte : Director of Federal Bureau of Investigation 
i Washington, D.C. 
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BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


-, Form No, 1 2° -_ , 


“LI ‘Made att 


Pa 


a... 100-662 
‘Report made by: 


LOS ANGELS RY 
Date: Made Periad: 
a ae 33 tt nana. 6 Ors 2,.29,50/423 


{ 


Oo “Log Angeles, California. Lisl nee 4 7/aRs ; WILEY BE. MAYNE Mech 
? me o 


x Title: a y re. -_ Character: . v 
CHANGED: | Pw: i ee 

YOLNEY - Eo ORGE HATHISOW, with” aliases: Volney INTERNAL SECURITY (R) 
4 * Gegioson, Volney G. Wathiesen, Gerald _-@ —.-- CUSTODIAL, DETENTION; 
. dat thewson, MatthewBlake, John. G tp Athi son, J Hall, 

(Aye Getathe san, D.JtM4thison, -V.G, WAthigon, Darrell 

eu 


athison;~ Derreiivartin, Martin Darrell; 


Synopsis of Petes 


Subject’ operated mining, end milling equipment at - 

ElDatil Municipality, Pitiquitos, . Sonora, Mexico, 

from December 1941 . to ‘September 1942, discontinuing 
operations because of. shortage of supplies. He then 

returned to his home at 430 South Walker, San Pedro and 

‘8 : since September 28, 1942, Has been employed in Los | 

; Angeles Shipbuilding and Drydock Corporation,San Pedrc, 
as ‘an electrician. Personail history in‘applicetion set- 

‘forth. ‘Neighbor reports no} su picious activity on part 
of subject's wife DOROTHY JEAL. MATHTSON employed as 

- stenographer at Consolidated Shipyards, ‘Wilmington, 
California, from. 1-20-42 to 10-24-42; now employed as 
stenographer Banning Stevedore renPeny Wilmington. 


ra \ 


Reference: ; Report of Special Agent Davin We MAGEE ;“Los Angele s, Cet psOrnaes 
; 7aGH423 sh 
Report, of Special ‘Agent D. A. HRUSKA, Washington, Dc, : 
- a!) Fn BBAABs ie : 


Dae Approved. and 


: Al Agent _ Bo not. write. in: ae spac 
| A Forwataeas aa f 


of. Ft, 
ib abt WORT Ren 


ft 


/ 1-OFI Los Angoles 1-G2,Los ingelivs 
1-0*T, San Diezo 1L- -G2,Presidio, . a ——¢e 
a Pagchos. FP ¢ Sany Fnsnciscgo- Fees as 


GWOr 


4s Pyrat Py ont 


Brcsras 
uaa es 
a 
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fos a OOerE Fela Division now has a File on JORDAN 
#[L.A.61-496_— entitled CHESTER HUBERT JORDAN with eiiaede - 
“Internal Security (R). No further report on Eubuegt 
(JORDAN will be made in the instant file. 


7 MR. GM COPE, ~oreat Manager, General Motors Aeekate ance Corporption, 
advised thet. the Long Bonch Office pf his Company, was finencing the purchase of 
am eutomodile by the subject VOLI SYCHATHLSON, He stated thet circumstaaces of 
the transaction had been rather unusual Tanenuel aa hecies novos seen the sudject 
and ‘all corre spondence had been carried on with MAUHISON'S wife.- Die to this 
situation MR. COPE'S. suspicion hed been aroused and he had endeavored, to locate 
‘-MATHI SON with négative results. It was MR. COPE'S understanding that subject 

-MATHTSON was mining somewhere in Mexico in March of 1942, _ MATHISON gave the fol- 
lowing informe ‘tion: concerning himself. to GMAC: “ . 


+ 


Residence - 430 South: Valker Street; oe : 
Former. address . ~ 634 Horth artes) Wilmington, California : - eight years; 
x oil » of 666 Yen Ness, ! North Hollywood, California — three years; 
“Occupation - Mining Engineer. 2 
Bank — Farmers & Merchants Bank. ~. 
Beerort relative -— yy WILLIS, Mina,. Vevada (unt). 
He gave as his wife! $ nearest. reletive ROBERTAASHELY - 2662 Ben ee : 
Voted, Berkeley, California. He: indicated his income was $300. per month. The 
subject indicated thet his wife had an recount at the Bank of América, in Sen 
» Pedro; business firms given.as eee were — SEARS &RORBUCK COMPaNY,Olympic 
Blvd.; BARKER BROTHERS; MR. JAMES BAILEY, In regard to his former emplayment, the 
subject stated the + he had clweys worked for himself. He is 44 ee of ages 
ad According $6: ER, COPE, GMAC ins -no knowledge as 3 is source of 
; the payments which. the Company eagarariy receives on the eutomodile, but the 
Compe eny's communica tions to MATHISON are directed to °430 South Walker ,. and pey- 
“ments on the eutdmodile will continue ae August 1943, 


MR. G. “FISH, Personnel Mansger, Consolidated Steel,” 
‘ Shiv Building Division, Winington, California, advised on Nr 
the subject's..wife DOROTHY. JEAN MATHISON was employed eat hif 
stenographor—Clerk: in the expediting department from Januar; 
24, 1942, Prior to this time she was employed at the CRAIG 
. which is al subsidiary of Consolidated at Long Beach, fron ; 
fe Ue y. 20, 1942. : : 
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‘ = Subject! s wife gave the following information concerning herself 
. in her personnel file:' Address 430 South Walker; owns home; no dependents; 


descriptioni- \ ‘ 
Height - 5 ft. 4 in. ‘ Hair — brown. Age - 35; born 7-18-1907 


Weight - 116 pounds se - Brown . Huntington,Indiana 
‘Parent s:— ROBERT F eo - Born in Kentucky; . Soe  .. 
aun histaay (Born Oklahoma); co 


Maiden name = ee ssal(gsmm. 


; She married VOLNEY - GEORGE MATHISON at an undisclosed date; howevér, 
she stated. that the marriage is récorded on page 6” of the records of Alameda 
County; California. —% . 


2 


Under danoatuen it was indicated. that she eee | ‘from the Danville, 
"Illinois Public Schdols and high school in’ 1925; _ she attended one session of the 
_ CHARLESTON WORMAL SCHOOL » (Teacher! s College). 


~ 


. She gave as eer > 
MRS, MABEL RAY, ALS Ein: Street, Bong Beach, California; known 4 years; 
MISS ANNE JACKSON - _ Employee at Consolidated Shipyard, Long Beach;known 3 yrs; 


She ~ ‘stated that her cee now pean e ‘the name of MRS. WARKENTIN ig 
residing. presently at 1371 45th avenue, San Francisco, California. 


<5 


She” listed as her formnr ompheyorst 


Si eeae 1925 to Saget 192 27 - Sesering School Teacher in 
Denville,Hlinois Public Schools — resigncd to move to ‘California; 
- October 1928 to January 1932 —- DEX VOLNEY; she did manuscript work for were” 
VOLNEY, an Author in San Francisco and iw York; left to accept a 
position with I.B.C.; 
‘ Januery 1932 to March 1934 ~ NaTIONAL BROADCASTING ‘COMPANY, 
Sen Francisco, California - Music, Rights’ Dypt. Resigned te mone: te 
‘Los Angeles; 

‘March 1934 to September. 1934. = Doakovet Busines s Bureau, Los Angeles = 
Book work; . 

September 1934 to Merch 1938 - NATIONAL BROADCASTING ‘COMPANY, Hollywood - 
Secretary to Production Manager — ou to accept position with 
advertising agency; |. 

March 1938 to Merch 1939 — WILLIAM ESTY ¥ ADVERTISING AGENCY ~ Hollr 
Vine — Hollywood,California -  Seerotary & b Receptionist; Disco 
Agency returned to New York; | 

. . Merch 1939 to March 1940--Housewife;- - 
* May 1940 to - - TERMINAL RaDIO - Wilmington & San Pedro; & 
Bivd.; 122 Patton, Sen Pedro. ‘She resigned on October 24,1 
her reason as wishing to. accept a position Nee BANNING COME 
Wilmington, Califoria; The BANNING COMPANY is. . Stevedore, Cot. 


wae 


MW 53280 Docld:34377805 Page 54 


ea en 


At Sen Podro,Galifomia 


‘ 


MRS, ALBERT R. “GErTY, 422. South Walker Street, San Diane, Cell eomnia, 
advised that Subject VOLE Y MATHT SON returned -to San Pédro during July 1942, 
. discontinuing his Mexican Mining’ Operations and hes continuously resided at 430 
‘South Walker since that time. It was MRS. GETTY'S understanding that the subject 
..  . had lost a good deal of money. in? connection with. his mining; as the mine hed 
not produced, he had lost his entire ‘personal investment and had! been unable to 
secure backers. Due to the war he was unable to get one: necessary meterials and 
supplies to continue. Ef gy? 
1 ‘“ . 
Upon returning to San Pedro, he eat several months trying to obtain 
vemployment in the radio ficld but was uneble to dc so. de thon decide: to apply - 
- for work in the shipyards and her. obtained a job as an Electrician at Los Angeles 
Shipbuilding & Drydock Corporation, in September. shortly after his original 
interview. He now: MOTKS on the ‘day-shift. : ee 
i wy 
ae "MRS. carey described the MATHI SONS as being. good neighbors who ‘soemed 
to ‘mind their ow business, and who never ceused any trouble of any kindi She 
stated there has boon no unusual activity around the MATHISON residence either’ 
before or after MATHESON'S return to San Pedro. .She was very ‘sure that there had 
been no mestings at the MATOHISON residence. She stated thet subject VOLNEY 
MATEESON was a very reserved individual who Kept to himself and did not like to 
talk with MRS. GETTY; her “husband or others. She stated that MaTHISONS go out - 
very little, and seen to spend most of their evenings at home. They have never 
said or done ‘anything which would indicate thet they are not reliable American 
citizens according to MRS. GETTY. She stated she recalled thet MRS. MATHISON had 
. planned to go to Mexico where the subject was mining until the . outbreak of the war, 
after: which MRS, MATHISON told MRS. GETTY she believed she would. remain in. San 
Pedre as she could be more helpful in connection with the war.effort there. She 
spated: that MRS. MATHTSON has a friend, LILLIAN (lest name unknown) who is now 
residing with the MATHI SONS, and is also an employee at the Consolidated Shipyards, 
This LILLIAN was described to be around 30 years of nge and was stated to drive 
a Ford Coupe. MRS. GETTY could. furnish no informetion concerning the background 
of this LILLIAN, She stated thet MRS. MATHISON Rad resigned her position at 
Consolidated sometime in Oétober and now has a. néw job.working near the Catalina 
Docks which pays much ‘better money then the shipyards. 


She stated that MRS. MATHI SON has a Mother aaa sister eieidtnie at 
San Francisco and another sister in pereely Hills, abl of whom visit the MATHESON 
‘residence. ee ee ; 


ee _ "MRS. GBTTY recalled that uniforned Officers who she belie wed t9/ 
connected with the Los Angeles Sheriff's Office, had celled at her home 1a 
October té inauire about the ownership of MATHISON'S automobile, end they 2 
her-no information concerning the reason. for = the inquiry but immediately went 
to the MATHISON house where they proceeded to search the car, and then drove 
it aways MRS. GETTY advised that MATHISON wes again driving the car in ebout 
two days, and she thought it might have beeh repossessed temporarily. (This auto- 
mobile i’sa Chevrolet 6-cylinder busines: coupe — Model #1941, License, Calif, 
4X3619; Legal owner is) GMAC, Ocean Center Building,Long Beach). MRS. GETTY . 


sa oh 
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“‘eareed to epi Office’ informed of any “unusual activity which night develop 
at the MaTEI SON residence. : 


ice MR. GEORGE RICHARDSON , Personnel Office of the Los Angelcs Ship 
Building and Drydock Corporntion, San n Pedro, advised that Subject.“VOLINBY ~ 
MATHISON started work as an Electrician at this Company on September 28,1942.. 
The following information appears on veub ject! s s applica tion which was made - 
availble Dy: MR. RICHARDSON: — 2 3 ; 


3 
. i 


\ 


Dcitime 


Height - 5 ft; 10} in Eyes — Blue Age = 45 


Weight - 170. pounds Glasses — Wears Giasses — - -(pern at Blanche, 
Hair — Brown . Born - 8-13-1897 Settle County, 

. ; are ke . - a xs Texas 
Father — “was born in Denmark} Mother ~ was torn pe opTenee 


Wears: Faves teeth (Subject lost all of ne: teeth in-1932 as a raaule of 
Mercurial Poisoning ‘sustained while mining Cinnabar, 
3 _' when he was self—cnpleyed) 


\ 


4 a was further indicated thet the subject owns a home; hes no life 
Ansurence, and is’ registered for Selective Service with Local Board wh, Federal 
Building, Tuc ony Arizona. It was ind@iceted he was classified as "3-AN, Sudject's 
Mother BERTH. Me ATHT SOW: resides at 1967 Auseon divenue ; Oakland, Celifornia; his 
wife JBM MATHI SON, 430 Sout Walker, San Pedro;: sisters - -EVELYS GILL eania le 
Orégon (decessed). S : . 


7 Forner. onployers were indicated as followsi—. 
: er ae Decenber 1941 to Septenber 1942 ~ Enployed by self; 
’ Reference @, BENSON, 102 Grand Avenue, Nogales, 
Arizonay operating mining and milling machinery; 
variable wages;.discontinued because of enopeee ‘of 
. supplies} 
Sebtenber 1939 to December 1941; Pia ay-Fair Mining Compeny, 
BLALeno-, BYO.Mexico. (Out of business 
“  . Salary $400. ‘per mohth, Subject. supervised the nstali ation 
and. Maintenance of an 80-kilowatt electrical power plant and 
associated cauipnent ‘for this Company. The job ended when 
: the Company shut? down... 5 
- July 1938 to Septonber 1939. Subject Was in charge of the installation 
end maintenance of electrices - and communicentions equipment 


8 ; ‘aboprd the §$.S, "REX," (Subject listed this as the most res-— Boy 
: ponsible position he ever held, involving designing, construct— ; 
ing, installing and nainteining various units of electrical is 


2 < equinnent,.. Reference was given as A. STRALLA, 318 North Elm x 
“.Beverly : Hills, Celiforniea. Selary was indicated as "Started~ 
- $50.. a week; ended at $150. y Position ended when the ship 


_ censed ‘operation; * . 


(continued) 


-5- 
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May’ 1935, to July . 1938 ~ did similar work on the Ss. S. "TANGO" 
- operated by the "TANGO CORPORATION," Salary - $75.00 per week: 
‘May 1934 to May 1935 - Self-employed ‘at various wages, building 
and*-installing Marine #@lectrical gignal and radio equipment; 
~ September 1932 to May: 1934 — Unemployed. Did fiction writing for 
various pulp magazines. - a Ye 4 sah 
The subject indicated he had traveled in Mexico from September of 
1939 until September 1942, principally in Sonora,-and has been opérating mining 
. and milling equipment at ElDatil- Municipality of. Pitiquitos,Sonora,Mexico since 
' December 1941, The. subject stated thet during the years 1914 to 1918 he was em— 
ployed atthe Sicees Codfish Company and at-the Union Codfish Company, both of 


San Francisco, in constriction: work at Ungaléland and Popoff Island in Alaska. 
These Companies were packing fish on Army contract. Subject held a draft classi-, 


fication of "3-E" or. "3-?" as technical expert in an essential industry. The — 
subject has experience as a crane operator: (Motor) for twelvé months, (steam) 12 MOS, 
and as electrician, for 100 months. He made the: usual affidavit required of ship- _— 
yard employees, to the effect that he is not now and has never been a member of the: 
communist Party. or any otbenraunyetesyy organizations 
se ED d 
Under peeitaae he “indicated he: attended the, Fairhope Public 
. Schools, Fairhope, Alabana; Fairhope High School — graduated 1914.” It was 
indicated sanee shunted, ICS. petelose re? - No military record was indicated, 


’ 


> 


. He. gave as referencesi . “ae 
-E., A. JUDD, Owner Pactfic od Boat poe Salvage Conpeny, 1315 nee 
7th: Straak, Long Beach} 
DARRELL KING’~ Owner King! s Live Bait’ Boat Sarvids, Newport Bayon Celit. ; 
B. M. SNYDER re President Southwest. ae Asgociation,. meld South ; 
‘Sycamore, Los Angeles. 
\ 
, The files of the Los Angeles Shipbuilding aaa Dirgacdie Corporetion 
contained a letter written to MATHISON by the Bureau of Census, U.S.Department 
of Commerce, dated September 9,,1940, This letter states thet the subject was 
listed as 12 years old, and, the son of BERTHA MATHISON born in Texas according 
to the Census of 1910: taken in ce a Alabama. % 


hs Former addresses of ‘the sud joct ‘were indivatee asi~ 

September 1936 to July 1940. + psig Ocean ‘Front, Sunset Renal, California; 
July 1940 to December 1940 — 1122. South: ‘Patton,San Pedro, Californias 
December..1940. to September: 1942 - 430. South Walker.. 

- MATHI SON dndicated, these’ were his. hone: addresses; thet he was. ‘away mining | or 


examining.mines in lower California; and ‘Sonora’ fron Septenber- 1939 until September 
of: 1942, nosthy at. ELDatil, | Ronoste Hoxton; ae 


A eee was. written, es the Postmasters ¢ Wilmineton and San Pane. at 
‘California, requesting: mail, covers placed on Subjectis Post Office Box 422, Wilming— 
ton, California, and his residence at 430 South- Walker Street, San Pedro; this 
Was done | under. dete ‘of. Novenber 13, 1942, 


“yr, BRIE ST JUDD who aseibes the City Water Taxi Company at the foot 
of We st: Seventh Street; ‘hong Beach, was not contected ’ inasmuch as the ‘wabsece 


. t 
ahs , 
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" : i : ; ‘ A ‘ 7 2 i : ; 
named JUDD as a reference in his_application for employment at Los Angeles 
Shipbuilding and Drydock. ‘Corporation, and it is pedeeaee that JUDD is an 
intimate Sean e evens of ‘the subject... -- 


on 
Z 


aN 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS 


oe) 


THE PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION 


. At Tucson, Arizone, > Gad hae. 
Will obtain subject! s personal history and draft classification eta from 


Local Board #1, Federal Building, Tucson. Subject has stated that ‘he hes a 
"3-A" classification. ' » fS% 


THE LOS ANGELES FIZLD DIVISION 
At Log An Clee California “ 

Will meke inquiry’ -t the Los Angeles Sheriff's Office to ascertein the nature 
of investigation ‘meade in-connection with the ‘subject's car during the month 
of October 1942, This investigation hes been described by MRS. ALBERT GETTY 
in! the instant. report. — ee : 


11 contact TArohanete concerning any eer activity. in which the subject 
may Be engeging in the Los Angeles arbor, since his return to San Pedro, 


waa report the results of the mail covers placed for Subject at his Post Office 
Box 422,: ‘Tilmington, | and. ae residence ‘430 South Walker, San Beary. 
“NOTE; The undeveloped lead set forth in the reference report of Saal 
_ Agent Di W. MAGEE, Los Angeles, to report the results of-previous 
pS - mail. cover is-not ‘Geis followed ‘at this tine inasmuch as no mail 
cover was pe taekty. placed. 


* Will determine whether .C,C.CONLIN or ALEXANDER CONLIN, residing at 239 South 
Oxford Avenue ,Log Angeles, are connected with the Communi oe Party or have 
Russian interests, noting that ALEXANDER Came is e corre spondent of 
subject VOLNEY ‘MATHISON 


AT SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA | Pe 
Will conduct appropriate dieeeti Sesion to ascertain the identity of LILLIAW 


‘(last nane unknown) ‘who is presently residing with the eurence end his wife at 
430 South Walker,. 


“Will meinteain contact’ ee: MRS. ALBER?: R. GEITY, 422 South. Welker; concerning 
_ the Se haa meviva tlows 


Will contact the ee & Merchants ‘Brnk, and the’ Bane of Anerics 1, to ascertain 
if the subject or his wife mainteins an recount vt the se ‘banks. It is notod 

thet the subject hes stated tothe GMAC st Long Beach thet he hed an account até 
the Farmers & Merchants Bank and thet the subject's wife stated on hor applicetion 
at the‘ Consolidated Shipyrrds thet she neintained an mccount with the Bank of 
America.. : — \ 
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~287 SMe. Télson___ 
; Mr. E. A. Tamm___ 


Mr. Clegg 


DIRECTOR 


er ; Mr. Glavi 
Federal Bureau of Investigation a ae 
United States Department of Justice Mr. Nichols____ 
" Mr. Rosen <=> 
Washington, B. C. Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Carson __ 
November 18, 1942 Mr. Coffey 
] Mr. Hendon 


Call: 11:55 am 
Dictated: 12:30 pm 


Mr. Kramer. 

Mr. McGuire. 

Mr. Harbo 

RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, U.S.A.; Mr. Quinn. Tamm____ 
San Francisco Field Division Tele. Room 

Mr. Nease 

Miss B 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR, LADD 


eahm 


. While Assistant SAC Van Pelt was in touch with the AEs 
Bureau in connection with other matters, the writer contacted h Tithe, 
concerning the request made by the San Francisco Office for authédtity ~“ m 
to establish a technical surveillance on the 20th Century Book Shop 

at Oakland, California. Bureau files fail to disclose any informa- n 
tion on this book shop but there are numerous references and con- . 
siderable information concerning the 20th Century Book Shop of 

Berkeley, California. Therefore, inquiry was made of Van Pelt whether 

the two book shops were identical. Van Pelt did not know whether this 

were true and stated he would check and advise the Bureau. 


Pr 


rt 
a 


At this time, for the information of the San Francisco Office, 
Van Pelt was advised of the Attorney General's disapproval of requested is 
technical, surveillances to cover the following: Dr. Thomas Addis, h 
Violet BUorr, Mrs. Hazel Woods Lambert, Haakon M. Chevalier, and Henry . 


Andrew Harris. 


Respectfully, | 


| . G. Fitch 


1 


BOUND 


Osonnan, ‘Chester Hy LIND 18080 


477 %. 22nd Street 


San Pedro, California Con ae 


nner 


(Los Angeles County, California) 
Ref: LIND 17941 -7WURGIONAS, John A. ~ 11-19-42. 


(Rating A). information. John A. YURGJONAS, subject of 
reference and Secretary of Local #3 merican 
Communications Association, San Pedro, California, 
requested information 11-16-12 from ZIC-SP regarding . 
procedure subject. should efiploy ‘tb obtain hearing on 
plea for revocation of Secretary of Navy disapproval - 
(1-31-42) of subject's employment as radio operator on 
any vessel of Amerizan registry: Correct information 
regirding procéduré was explained to the American 


~ Coinmini¢a tions Agsociation Secreta FBI-LA and: 
retary 


MIS-LA cognizant. 3 es 


11-26-22 ONT; G2-WC; FBI-LA; @Biiashington, Do) 
PRNC; SRNC; MIS.Washington, D, COP IE ST as 
53-63 73 8; 93 10; 12; 13; 1h; 15ND; ~ 
S-Bersiuda: MIS-LA (FIO ALL ADDRESSES) 


Pye RECORDED 
fra ee & 


oe ENDED 


a 
xi Lo 


y- AC . 


i 


An 


2 Me 


ae sl 


a 
omy —E 
~) 
Pox} 


Noage 


psi 
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gute ® ae a 
an ey | : 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
PHiecase caiainisee at IOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA | Phoenix rie Ne 10062158 . 


REPORT MADE BY 


REPORT MADE AT eka DATE WHEN MADE PERIOD FOR 
WHICH MADE 


Phoenix, Arizona 3-3°43 0° | 121,22 32-1-43 HERMAN BE. TICKEL 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


-_ ; 
VOINEY GEORGE MATHISON, with aliases (custeatad uarice) 


TITLE 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject registered for SS with LDB A, Tucson, Ariz. 
rate Given III-A classification 10-9-42 in view of wife 
4 aaa a ed and mother dependents. Occupation, mining engineer, 
. in mining business20 years. Presently owns mining 
equipment El Datil, Sonora, Mexico, claims income 
$3,000. annually. Closed mine because of shortage 
of supplies. Address as of 1-18-43, 430 S. Walker 
St., San Pedro, Calif. Never delinquent with LDB. 
Credit and police record Tucson negative. 


T3 


- RUC ~ 


REFERENCE Report of Special Agent Wiley E. Mayne, Los 
Angeles, syeeonra Ss dated Hovenber 13, 1942. 


DETAILS: . AT TUCSON, ARIZONA 


Under date of January 21, 1943, hasnt examined subject "g Sstactive: Service 
file at Local Board No. 1, Pima County, Tucson, This file indicates that 
his order number is 11873, serial number 191. At the time he rogistered 
~o for the. Selective Training and Service Act he gave 2545 South Sixth Avenue, 
~ Tucson; Arizona, as his address, telephone number 3675. He also indicated ‘ 
st that he could be reached in care of. the Banoo Pacifico, Nogales, Arizona, 


The following description of subject was staid: from his Selective Ser- 
vice ? - 
Lh years (Born, 8-13. ~1397, cee ee a 

he hb “Cotton County, Texas) : 


5 feet. aH Gnches 
170 pounds -<enicis DIN 


Ste = Fe 
“po NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


OPIES DESTROYED 


R42 MAY 2 


APPROVED AND, TS) 
FORWARDED: 4, dil bik LA 
oe, ‘yy 


7 any - ae Bice, A. =f fi 4h 
~ Loa "hngeles aa Los ere { ¢ MAR, 6 i ik . 
4 saad i os -ONI San Diego) ee 


(01 -G2 Los Angeles 
(1-G-2 prasasto;3s 


tus. Fhoen £6 ame 178 
] Mee T= BRS 


MW 53280 Docld:34377805 Page 62 


ath 


Phoenix file No. 100-2158 . . 
Res: VOLNEY GEORGE MATHSON » WAS 
SA: HERMAN E. TICKEL 


(Description of subject, continued :) 
Race 
. Byes 
Hair 
Complexion 
Person to always 
know address 
Occupation 
Teeth 


Marital _status 


Light |; 

GUSTAVQ BENSON, Banco Pacifico, 
Nogales $,\ Arizona,. 

Mining engineer, omployed Laciensga, 


- Sonora, Mexico 


All false - lost from mercurial poison~ 
ing working in cinnabar orgs, 

Married, wife BERTHA JEAN WMATHISON, 

age 24 years, 

Mother, BERT 


ATHISON, age 61, 
address 1967 Auseon Avenue, Oak- 
land, ‘California, 

High school, place not. given 


le taanae 
xh of Relatives 
ih, he} : 


ARy 
i 


Qa July 23, 1942, subject wrote a letter to his Board advising that his ad- 
dress was El Datil, La Cienaga, Via Santa Ana, Sonora, Mexico, In this let- 
ter he advised the Board that his mail had been sent to another Cienega in 
Sonora. 


Education 


~ Subject executed his Selective Service Occupation Questionnaire and gave as 
his profession, Engineer, Matallurgical or Mining, He indicated that he has 
been a miner for the past twenty years. He also indicated that he was a cit- 
igen of the U. S. He stated he was presently engaged in developing cinnabar 
and tungsten ores in Mexico under priority of A-I-C. He listed as his annual 
income $3,000. per year and employed from six to twenty-four employees. 


A review of subject's questionnaire revealed that he has worked in Mexico 
yoff and on since 1915 and continuously during the past two years, Hie ques- 
~jbionnaire was mailed on May 14, 1942. He said his wife's name was DOROTHY J. 
YAwratsoN, address Pleasanton, California, age 34. He stated that he’ has con- 
He also indicated that he 


tributed $2,200. per year to his wife, since 1929. 
has contributed $700. per year to his mother BERTHA MATHISON, age 71. He 
listed her address as 1967 Auseon Avenue, Oakland, California, 


Subject further indicated in this questionnaire that he owned mining property 
valued at $9,000. and purchasing property valued at $50,000. The property of 
his wife is valued at $7506 and the property of his mother valued at $1,500. 


MATHISON has never been engaged in military service. His Selective Service 
classification was III-A as of October 9, 1942. 


| a te 
\ 
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Phoenix file No. 100-2158, 
Re: VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISON, WAS 
SA: HERMAN E, TICKEL 


u 


local Board No. 1 received.a letter from subject dated January 18, 1943, 

wherein he gave as his present address430 South Walker Street, San Pedro, 
California, In this letter subject advised that he was closing his min- 

ing business in Sonora, Mexico due to a shortage of supplies.’ He advised 
that he was currently employed by the Ship Builders and Dry Dock Company, 
San Pedro, California, in the installation of heavy: electrical equipment 
in engine room of the U. S, Naval repair shop “HECTOR". ; 


He also advised that if he found it impossible to fesime mining in Sonora 
soon he expected to go into mining operations in. Nevada.or Arizona. — 


Subject has never been delinquent. with his Local Board. 


Mrs. MARGARET CARVER, Merchants Associated Credit Burean and Captain BEN 
WEST,Tucson Police Department, were unable to locate a record on subject, 
or any of his aliases, , 


It is to be noted that 2545 South Sixth Avenue, Tucson, Arizona, subject's 
address at the time he registered for the Selective Training and Sarvice 
Act is the "linger Longer Tourist Court". Mrs. ROY A. BAKER, wife of the 
manager of this court, did not remember subject. and knew nothing of his ac- 
tivities. : 


~ REFERREDUPON COMPIETION TO THE OFFICE OF CRIGIN ~ 


a 18 os Les ; , ugha Basalt = oe = fig APE oJ 
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“MATHISON, VOLNEY GEORGE NATIVE BORN , COMMUNIST 
with aliases; ~. K.F. 
Maer Pane 


Born: 8-13-97 - Paducah, Texas 
fathesen 


Gerald Matthesson Bureau File No. 61-779 
Voltney Georgeé- Mathieson 
J. -Mathison 
John G.Mathison 
(LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION) 
430 S. Walker Street, 
San Pedro, California (Res. ) 


Los Angeles Shipbuilding and Drydock Company, 
San Pedro, California (Bus. ) 


| ee 


NOT sal lcet 
abe AUG 1.11943" 


oP Pe ge S S | 


Mr. Tolson 


JCM: jlg 


Special Kecae: in Charge 
Los Angeles, California 


Dear Sir: 


There is. ercae 


RE: 


REGISTERED REGISTERED MAIL 


RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 


CUSTODIAL DETENTION = © 


sed herewith a photostatic copy of 


_ xX an addition to the Custodial Detention card 


relating to Subject. 


This addition is to be 


attached to the photostatic copy of the = 


Custodial Deten 


possession. 


tion card already in your 


a revised Custodial Detention card relating 


to Subject to be substituted for the photo- 
static copy of the Custodial Detention card 
presently jin your possession which should be 


destroyed. 


Mr. E. A. Tamm__ 


Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Coffey. 


‘Mr, Glavin 


Mr. Ladd 


| Mr. Ros 


. Nichols 


wr, 714 60 iMUNICAT 


| Mr, Ac 
* Me. Cafson_____. 


Mr. Hal bg. Lic. 12 1943 PM. 


Mr. He Has 


. Nease_- 


| senierel DENG 


|. Mr. Mumf ord-ea, eur an NVESTIGATION 


Foie 
‘ Stag ‘ke_HLS ngenRTy RT? 
oe Quinn orm 


8—aw A TL ED 8 


ae 
LONS SECTION 


, 


OF WUSTICE 


=e 


Very truly yours, 


. me dhooove 


John Edgar, Hoover 
Director 
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ered eto 
YOLNEY GEORGE HATHISON, with aliases, 


TITLE : , ae 


2 
APPROVED AND 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF. INVESTIGATION. 


eZ 


Form No. 1 ae 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT. ‘Ios ANGELES 3 ‘ ry \ FILE No. “100-662. 
Ce MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE SEE OR DE ; REPORT MADE BY . 
LOS ANGELES 1f7/4% 5/153517,18/43 LESTER H. EICHERLY _ VL 
8/3512 5185235 ; : 


27/43 CHARACTER OF CASE 


VOLNEY GEORGE ‘MATHISON, was . INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


a 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: Subject terminated employment at the Los 
: Angeles Shipbuilding and Drydock Corporation, 
San Pedro, on 8/7/43. Source alleged that 

a : Subject is to recommence mining operations 

in Mexico. Source alleged that Subject has 

made several recent trips to Mexico and that 

he has sold his residence at 430 South Walker, 
San Pedro. Contact with confidential sources 
_and informants of this office failed to indi-~ 
cate that the Subject has been recently active 


in the Communist movemente. / : 
-P- - 
REFERENCE: _ Report of Special Agent HERMAN E. TICKEL, dated 3/3/43 at 


Phoenix, Arizona. 


, Report of Special Agent WILLTAM Ene dated 4/29/43 
l4 ¢ at San Francisco, Californias 


ADPL suvsect is carried as key figure in ‘the Los Angeles Office. 
DETAILS: ad AT SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNTA: = = fe 


a 
gource A advised on August 3, 1943, that the Subject and - 
his wife, DOROTHY JEANAMATHISON, were employed at the Los Angeles Shipbuilding and 
Drydock Corporation, an. Pedro » California; Mrs. MATHISON having been employed for 
a period of about one AORN. This Source stated on December 27, 1943, that Mr. 
MATHISON had made several’ recent trips by train to Mexico and that the first was 
in the early part of August. Hé-also determined that the Subject sold his home at 
430, South Walker, San Pedro 3 23 at he moved, out of it in the early part of December; > 
LA fich MA Pn : 
Ve 


FORWARDED: fb v4 yy Z , ¢ fCuarce i (7, DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES “y 


ity ie 
‘ yvbe 1 ee 


NT 
4 OD ae |, é i ae <p ‘ ving ; & : 7 
, fs Bree | iy LTD | eed |g 
(5 Bureau Sores OF THIS RePorr #2. Dora ee ee 1h om INDI aero 
Phoenix %, NY i ee ry 


1 ONI, San Diego 
1 G2, Los Angeles 
2 Los Angeles 


Ce oy ecrs ¢ a “Kh 


ea a lel 
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1943, because he expected to go to Mexico and operate some mines. The Source 
also learned that the Subject intends to remain in Mexico if his plans ma- 
terialize and if they don't he intends to go to San Francisco. The Source is 
of the opinion that the Subject's wife will accompany him to Mexico. 


Since the above Source advised that LILLIAN 3» who lived 
for a short period with Mrs. MATHISON, has moved and had no further contact 
with her, no further investigation will be made to determine her identity. 


Contact with Mre COFFMAN, United States Shipping Commissioner's 
Office, Post Office Building, San Pedro, indicated that the Subject has not 
shipped out of San Pedro during the period from 1929 to 19356 


Mr. VAN DYKE, Los Angeles Shipbuilding and Drydock Corporation, 
San Pedro, California, advised that VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISON received a tem 
porary termination.of employment on August 7; 1943. He also advised that the 
Subject had not received an availability certificate and that his file did 
not indicate any subsequent employment of the Subjects — . 


Source D:stated that the Subject had advised on December 9, 
1943, that his former address is to be Box #422, Pe O., Wilmington, California. 
It was determined that Source BE has not observed any correspondence to the Sub- 


ject and he advised on December 28, 1943, that observation of the Subject's 
‘correspondence will be reported for the next thirty days . 


Mr. EARL DAVIS, Davis Storage Company, 594 7th Street, San Pedro, 
advised that the Subject had stored his household goods and that he had re- 
turned on December 28, 1943, to remove a part of them. Mr. DAVIS was of the 


opinion that the Subject and his wife expected to go to Mexico and that he would 


determine the Subject's future address because of the need of such information 
for his records at the Storage Companys 


“AT LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA: 


The records’of the Farmers and Merchants Bank, 14th and American 
Avenue, Long Beach, were reviewed by Source B and he advised that the Subject 
opehed an account on September 18, 1941, giving an address as 634 North Fries 
Street, Wilmington, California, Post Office Box Noo 422. The Subject indicated 
that: he had previously had an account at the Bank of America, Hollywood, Cali= 
forniae This Source stated that the Subject started his account with about 


. $200 and that his larger deposits for the year 1942 were deposits of $1200, 
$800 and $600. . 


Source C advised that the Subject's bank balance on November 30, . 


"1943, was $2.11. This ‘Source also stated that the Subject holds life insurance - 


policy No. 822075 with the Aetna Life Insurance Company Agency, Los Angelese 


ae 


— ae aren a Loa 
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Ar PHOENIX IZONA: 


Source F determined that the Subject has registered with Local 
Draft Board Noe 1 at Tucson, Arizona, and that he advised that his address is 
430 South Walker Street, San Pedro, California, and that he is employed by 
the Los Angeles Shipbuilding and Drydock Corporation, San Pedro, Californias 


r 10s ANGELES CALIFORNIA: 


Source A reported that officers had investigated a transaction 
in connection with the Subject's car during October 1942, however, contact 
with the Los Angeles Sheriff's Office and Police Department on May 4, 1943, by 
Special Agent MANUEL SOROLA produced negative resultse 


A review of the office \i @ices and contact efpX concent 


sources failed to indicate that C. CONLIN and ALEXAND ONLIN, prior cor-= 
ee of the Subject, are affiliated with the Co ist movemente 


Contact with the confidential sources and informants of inde 


office failed to indicate that the Subject has Peceeely engaged in any Commn- 
istic activity. 


- PENDING ~ 
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UNDEVELOPED LEAps 


Davis Storage 
future plans 


| : 
, 


THE PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION 


At Phoenix, Arizona, will recontact the Subject! 
Board No. 1, at Tucson, to determine if he has advised them of 


wh 
HE ea 


address and employment. . 


ANGELES FIELD DIVISTon | 


ae 


™~ 
At San Pedro California, will determine whether 


Company, 


594 ‘7th Street, San Pedro, has ascertained the s( 


and destination in Mexico, 
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r 28, 1943. 


S Local Draft 
his change of 


Mr AVIS , 


jectts 


eles California, will report the results of a thirty 
with Postmaster E. A. MURPHY, Post Office, Wilmington, 


MW 53280 


Source 


Source 


Source 


Source 
Source 


Source 


As. 


Bs 


Fs 


SOURCES — 


: j \ j 
Mr. and Mrs. ALBERT RsAGETTY 


(422 Ssuth"Walker Street 


San Pedro, California 
(Prior neighbors. of the Subject. ). 


Assistant Manager, Mr. C. D. HAMMAN 
Farmers & Merchants Bank 

14th and American Avénue 

Long Beach, California 


Mre Re J. GRIPP : 
Farmers & Merchants Bank 
14th and American Avenue 
Long Beach, California 


Mr. Porter, Clerk, Post Office 
San Pedro, California 


Postmaster, E. A. MURPHY 
Post Office, Wilmington, California 


Report of Special Agent HERMAN E. TICKEL dated 3/3/43 ar 
Phoenix, Arizonae (Lede File Noo 100—662-42). , 

Special Agent HERMAN E. TICKEL indicated a review of the records 
at Local Draft Board No. 1, Tucson, Arizona. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF. INVESTIGATION, 


2. Form No; 1 


| Hy THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT. Los. ANGELES , CALIFORNIA : a FILE NOLO 2158 


REPORT-MADE AT ; 4 DATE WHEN MADE ees FoRe REPORT MADE EY - ot 

/ PHOENIX, ARIZONA | Sn 2ndh | 1/2a/4s JOHN J. JARMUL == ssSFL 
Te | CHARACTER.OF CASE : 

y : AA)  voLNex won Was. INTERVAL SECURITY - ¢ 

v y . ; ; ; pro fen =u 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | aes last communication. to IDB ee 


Arizona, dated 1/18/43, giving addréss as 430 
South Walker Street, San Pedro, California. — 
On questionnaire under date of 5/14/42 gave 
address as la Cienega, via Santa Ana, Sonora, 


mens Coe: 

REFERENCE: Report ‘ of Spotl Agent ‘LESTER H. EICHERLY; | 
Los. Angeles, California, dated January 7 
19446 

DETATIS: | s ‘TUCSON, ARIZONA: _ 


A check of the Sealers SelectiveService file at Local Draft: Board Noe l, 
Tueson, Arizona, revealed the subject's last contact with his Board relative 
to his address and employment is 9 letter dated ome 18, 1943, which reads 
as follows: 


"January 18, 1943 
"Selective Service. Board AL 


Federal Building 
Tucson, Arizona 


Dear Sirs:,-~ - Bee ie 


R42 MAY 24 1961 


Cy Ape ee u ee 
4 G I have read a statement, ing eyelets ‘that persons over -38 
years of age, although* ‘fot. ‘subject yati ‘present to the draft, 
must stillkeep ‘boards. advised Of whereabouts. 


APP ROVED AND 


‘SPECIAL AGENT 
FORWARDED: ‘ 


a ee fIN CHARGE 


DO NOT WRITE IN THESE SPACES 


COPIES or budliaaee 


o of. 477 al e: RCN 


px. - be 


5 Bureau 
= Angeles ‘ratio Diego” 


30 MART 1944 


w 


-(2=G02, Los ae 


Se A, 


‘2 oe % Veh t nan a ‘ : 
7 Mo ge recraary racy = % P ‘. 
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i PxXe 100-2158 : 


"This is to advise you therefore that I have had to shut down 
mining in Sonora, Mexico, on account of shortage of supplies 
and I am at present employed by the Los Angeles Shipbuilding 
& Drydock Co., San Pedro, Cal., in the installation of heavy 
electrical equipment in the engine-room of the Ue S. Naval | 
repair ship “Hector”, If I find it impossible to resume min= 
4ng in Nevada or Arizona, and will advise you of any further 
change of address. 


“Present address, 430 Se Walker St., San Pedro, Cal., previous 
address Care Banco Pacifico, Nogales, Sonora, Class 3A, Order 
#11873. cet Een, : 

"Very truly yours, 

/s/ Ve Ge MATHISON." 
It is noted that in the subject's Selective Service questionnaire 


dated May 14, 1942, the address given is La Cienega, Via Santa Ana, Sonora, 


Mexico, No other information relative to the subject's address or employ- 
ment appears in said file, © Ss ; 


REFERRED UPON COMPLETICN TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN 


a2 


Ee ae 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF. INVESTIGATION 


7 Fe Se easbiaes ar 108 ANGELES — riz no, 1006662 
F ea _ REPORT MADE AT - ‘DATE WHEN MADE ‘ ; EF RIOD POR. REPORT: MADE BY i 
S | 2185 265,04.) Lester wo 
N Los ANGELES — JeBedl, bn, 28,2 TER H. EICHER) nd HB 
" an) Rene @ — ~ 7 ; CHARACTER. OF. CASE : 
° NN . : i F 
yl, _VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISON, was || INTERNAL SECURITY ~ C 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: ‘Source reports that Subject is seeking a 


residence in Sen Pedroe Present address 
ee unknown, Subject apparently unemployed 
since August 7, 1943. Confidential sources 
and informants failed. to indicate Commmistic 
activity of the Subject, Membership list of 
‘the San Pedro Club of the Conmunist Party 
failed to include the name of subdects 


o P om 


REFERENCE: | iegore of Special Agent LESTER H. BICHERLY, 
* Los Angeles, California, January te Wye — = 


on 


Subject rv cerried as a Key Bigs ‘4n the Los Angeles 
Field Divisions 


AT. SAN ‘PEDRO, CALIFORNIA ne | i 


| Mre, DAVIS, DAVIS STORAGE COMPANY, 594, 7th Street, on 
&. Sf Pedro, California, advised on February 5, 194, that the Subject still 
pe has his household goods in storage end that he frequently returns to 
his office to obtain keys so that he may gain access to file drawers, 


iS ca which he has iia put an storages 
> BS 
ee a 
& eg: ue 2 ee . 
eireoy ED Ly ae oe srecia Cs nt Tp “*, "Sy Hes pO NOT WRITE/N THESE SPACES Po es 
Sr cevanven() ee Bemeeesee! CRp, 
73 = me = li LLYG G- aA OS 2h at 
4 i Ty oe 7 cua wy 
beet Rr J, COPIES OF THIS REPORT Q J /. 7 f ’ s 
ie Ep = Bureau v pa ah ose 
fee ae 2 = Phoenix yaaa a i 25 j WAR 
\ ~ 1 -. DIO, San pics - Pp ue HV 
: AW - ee 
| S | 
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LA 100662 


Mr. DAVIS advised that the Subject stated that he wished to 
find e residence in San Pedro end that he indicated that his present 
and future plans are indefinite. 


Contact with Source A and Source B failed to indicate that the 
Subject is presently residing in San Pedros 


_. . Mre BROWN, LOS ANGELES SHIPBUILDING AND DRY DOCK CORPORATION, San 
Pedro, California, advised that the Subject has not obtained an availability 
certificate since the date of his termination, which was August 7, 193. _ 


AT RET CALIFORNIA 
Source c advised that he had ‘observed the mail which was directed 
to the Subject's Post Office Box Nos 422, Wilmington, California, for a 
period of thirty days commencing on December 28, 1943, and since that date 
the Subject has received a letter from GENERAL MOTORS, Detroit, Michigen, 
’ on February 23, 19, and a letter from the REPUBLIC INSURANCE COMPANY, 
Dalieey Texas, on February 26, 190 . 


AT LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
, Source D stated that the Subject still maintains his checking _ 
account at the Farmers and Merchants Bank, Ugh and pense Streets, Long 
Beach, Californias 


This Source-advised on February ‘27, dil, that the Subject 's 
account was approximately $73.00 and that the only address that the Subject | 
maintained is Post Office Box 22, Wilmington, California. 


Contact with the. confidential sources and invorsants of this office 
failed to indicate that the Subject has recently been engaged in Communistic 
activitiese 


Source E made available to Reporting Agent on January 28, ibs, the 


19h; Member ship Records of the San Pedro Club of the Communist Party. It 
was observed that these records failed te include the name of the Subject. 


. . oo @ PENDING.» 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS | ! 


THE. PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION 


*At Tucson, Arizona, Will recontact the Subject's 
Local Draft Board No» 1, to determine if he has advised them of his 
change of address and employmente 


LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


“At Loug Beach, California, Will contact Mr, G. 
SCOPE, Credit Manager, GWAC; Long Beach, to determine if the Subject 
has, ,completed his financial obligations on“his automobiles 


| , 7 At San Pedro California, Will re=-contact Mro EARL _ 
|; DAVIS, DAVIS STORAGE COMPANY, on Seventh Street, to determine if the 

“Subject has removed his household goods or whether he has indicated 
his future place of residence and employment. 


At Los Angeles California, Will remain in contact 
with the confidential sources an ormants of this. office to deter= 
mine if the Subject is engaged in Communistic activitiess 
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a rar 


SOURCES 


Source A = Mrs. \MfARRELL 
Los Angeles City Department/ of Water & Power 
28 West. 7th Street 
San Pegro, California 


Source 8 = 


hern Counties.Gas pany of Caifornia 
296 West 7th Street 
Sen Pedro, California 


Source C = Postmaster Ee Ae ° 
Post Office 
Wilmington, 


Source D = 


Source E = CND 
(Los Angeles File 100~1336~10l;9). 


iy 
ae 


The above sources are carried as such in compliance 
with their request thet their relations with this 
office be kept confidentiale 


5 : oer a 
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gdederal Bureau of Investigation 


U<ted States Department of Just,,2. 
Los Angeles 13, California — . eran 
March 17, 1944 


Director, FBI 


Re: VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISON, with aliases _ 
_: INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Dear Sir: 


. Reference is made to Bureau Bulletin No. 11, dated February 
9, 194, wherein it is requested that the Bureau be furnished 
photographs of all "Key Figures". Accordingly, a photograph taken 
by the subject in September, 1942 by the Plant Protection Department 
‘of the Los Angeles Shipbuilding and Drydock Corporation, San Pedro, 
California, is enclosed. 


t 
Very truly yours, 


SAC 


‘00e$ ‘3DVLSOd JO LNSWAWd ‘ 
GIOAY OL ASN ALVAINd HOS ALIWNGd: 
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Jy SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: 
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(5) Bureau 
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Ne sepia 


vincent 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


: sruis ence OnisiRAvED at LOS ANGELES ; | FILE No. 100-662 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE PER. top FOR oes MADE BY : 
LOS ANGELES 5/51 bh, 4/531 35195255 | ELDON W. STUTZMAN 
cE ne 
TITLE - “Y J 5 /2 /. 44 CHARACTER OF CASE _ 
be 
VOLNEY GEORGE MATHISON, was INTERNAL SECURITY - © 


perenne ner fr eae za a ee ee a a 


Additional data relative to Subject's 
past connection with Friends of Soviet 
Union and his trip to Moscow obtained. 


X ne Further background information on Sub- 


ject's past employment set forth. 
Sources fail to establish any connec- 
tion with or activity for Communist Par- 
ty on the part of the Subject at the 
present time. Subject's present occupa- 
tion and address unknown, 


-P- - 
SOK a fs 
REFERENCE ¢ Report of Special Agent LESTER He ‘BICHERLY. at fas) Angéles 


fy The files of the Los Angeles Meld Division reflect this 
=, is now being carried as a key figure. 


AT SAN PEDRO, CALIFORNIA: 


COPIES DESTROYED - Past Kee and 

R42 MAY 24 1961 | 

Source A made available the following information concern- 

ing the past backg d and activities of the Subject: In 1933 the Subject under 

the name of ae ‘held ‘membership card number 8865 in the Friends of the 
Soviet Union, United States: ‘Section. This card indicates =< the dues forthe. 


mitth TE hh 


oe FO~4 “Fe ik 
WA VU 


COPIES OF THIS REPORT 0 


APPROVED AND 
FORWARDED: / 
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year 1933 were paid and also the dues for Jamary 1944. The card further in- 
dicates that as of July 15, 1933, the Subject transferred to New York City 
from San Francisco and the transfer was signed by De RUBY. 


Source A further advised that the Subject had received the 
following letters from DAVID RUBY, Assistant Secretary of the Friends of the 
Soviet Unions 


"District Office yo 
Northern California Section RES 
Friends of the Soviet Union | 
1179 Market Street, Rm. 201 
San Francisco, California 


"December 6, 1933 
O. . 
"Volney Ge. Mathison . 
112 West 13th Street _ 
New York, Ne 'Yo 
Dear Comrade, 
“at your request we can state. that you have participated on the 


platform at former FSU meetings urging recognition of the USSR, and that 
you ‘have done valued work in the recognition signature campaign. 


. "December 6, 1933 
"Volney G. Mathison 
112 West 13th Street 
New York, Ne Ye 


Dear Comrade, 


: "At your request we will state that we have sound reason to be~ 
lieve that as a properly authorized representative of any American company 
you ‘will-be-éntirely persona grata in the USSR, that your past interests 
and activities should place you in a most advantageous position there, and 
that-in our opinion there should be no question but that you can obtain 
entre into any quarter where you have a bonafide matter to present. 


DAVID RUBY 
Assistant Secretary" 


ee | ~2- —_ | 
eae fa Sieh < _? 
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Source A also advised that the Subject had the following | 
letter of recommendation for his. trip to Moscow in Boge - This letter was 
written in both ‘Rngiisa and Russian. ; 


"Ameri can Radio Telegraphists Association 
20 Irving Place 
New York City 


"October 18, 1933. 


"The Trades Unions Authority of the 
UNION. of SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS 
Moscow and/or. Leningrad 

-U.S.5.R. 


"Greetings $ 


"This is to certify that the bearer, Brother Volney George Mathison, is 

_ hereby duly authorized to represent the American Radio Telegraphists Asso- 
ciation, Inc., Ue S. Ae This is a trade union OF. aoe, and BY, ‘the American 
Commercial Radio Operators. 


"Brother Mathison is hereby delegated to represent this organization at the 
Moscow celebrations of November Seventh. 


"any assistance or courtesies extended to Brother Mathison by the Authorities 
of the Soviet Trades Unions and/or by any authorities of the UNION of SOVIET 
‘SOCIALIST REPUBLICS will be greatly appreciated. ; ‘ 


"Thank you! : 


"ery truly yours, 
3 


WHOYT SX HADDOCK, President." 
_ fF. 
y 


Photostatic copies of the “membership card of the Subject 
in the Friends of the Soviet Union and of the above letters.are being placed 
in the 1-A serial of this file. 


Source A also advised that the e Subject had written the fol~- 
lowing personal history of himself pent ly intending to use it for a job 
application: 
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"Born at Blance, Cottle County, Texas, on August 13, 1897. 
Graduated from Marconi Radio Institute, San Francisco, November 1914. Be- 
came Marine Radio Operator. Was employed for a long time as special radio 
operator by the Compagnie du Boleo, Santa Rosalia, Lower California, Mexiw, 
a French copper smelter, to listen in on pro-German radio traffic in the Gulf 
of California. : : 


"On entry of}the United States into the war, returned to 
San Francisco, was placed in classification 5-B and went to Alaska where con- 
structed two coastal radio. stations, KOXN and KUI for the Alaska Codfish Com- 
pany, San Francisco and Union Fish Company, San Francisco. These companies 
were packing fish for sale to allied governments. 


tele h_ point-to-point communication channel between Moscow and New York 


turned.to New York but could not get anywhere with Amtorg and the project was 
abandoned. (About one year later Mr. TUEL himself obtained the, desined.arrange~ = 


ments by negotiating with some,Russian.mission. that. came to, New, York. ) 
sasatgletetae Bol ; 


mecha bE 


"In January 1934 took an assignment from HOYRXHADDOCK, Presi- 
dent of ARTA to go to. San Francisco or organize radio operators. Had about 
one hundred and twenty-five men. organized in the ARTA when/1934 Maritime strike 
started, Did not put operators actively into this strike’ or have anything to 
do with the strike committee that was~set up and as a result so much political 
trouble was stirred up that in July 1934, resigned from a local section of a 
group of broadcast operators. I was then organizing in Los Angeles and left 
the Union entirely for a year as I suffered severe nervous shock from the en- 
tire affair and wanted no further part of ite 


2 te Baa ee 


"In 1935 began doing radio construction and design work for 
fishing vessels and gambling ships in the Los Angeles Harbor and found it ex- 
pedient to rejoin the ARTA. In 1936 to '37 strike, was pulled into the San 
Pedro strike Committee on account of being available in the harbor area and 
' became chairman of the publicity committee. Here encountered nothing but 
trouble with I.W.W. faction for advocating programs for ending the dispute ; 

. and especially got into trouble for supporting a Communist faction which for 
Some reason was in favor of working perishable cargoes, particularly bananas, 
and corn on ships tied up in the harbor. Was given a Communist book which I 


\ 


hse) Seapets ba tee ee 
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"had not applied for. I did not attend any meetings or pay any dues and the 
book was shortly taken up again for safekeeping and have never seen anything 
of these people since. ; 


"Resumed radio work for fishing boats and gambling ships. | 
Received a contract from Van Camp Sea Food Company, Wilmington, to rebuild a 
radiotelegraph installation on a Japanese vessel, the 'Amano' and I was so 
suspicious of the whole appearance of this vessel that I communicated with 
the U. S. Naval Intelligence agents of the harbor area; they investigated the 
vessel and I have no knowledge what they found out about it. ‘ 


- When the gambling ships closed, I discontinued radio shop 
work at Wilmington and went to Arizona prospecting as had been doing off and 
on for twenty years and have continued prospecting since then to present date, 
particularly looking for mercury, manganese and antimony in Arizona and Sonora 
and may soon start a small mercury operation in the state of Guerrero, Mexico." 


Source A stated that the Subject is known to have the follow 
ing books at the present time: "USSR" published in the USSR; “Life of Lenin" 
by P. Querzhentsev; "Soviet Power! by Hewlett Johnson; "History of the Comm- 

nist Party of the Soviet Union" published by the International Publishers. 


Source B advised that the Subject dill has his household ef-~ 
“fects stored at the Davis Storage Company warehouse in the 3000 block of South 
Pacific. The Subject on one occasion remarked to Source B that he was having 
difficulty finding a place to live and he thought it would be necessary for 
him to purchase a home somewhere in this vicinitye On another occasion Source 
B said the Subject inquired of him whether the police had been around investi- 
gating hime The Subject said that he had become a naturalized citizen of this 
country but that they might be investigating him because he was born in a fore- 
ign country. 


Source C reported that between March 6 and April 24, 1944, the 
Subject received communications from the following addressees: JOHN F. ROBERT- 
SON, 605 North Huntington Avenue, Monterey. Park, California; Hollywood Sound 
Institute, 1040 North Kenmore Avenue, Los Angeles; Seaboard Finance Company, 
Post Office Box 468, Long Beach, California; W. Schligne, Bowman Hotel, Nogales, 
Arizona; Department of Forrester, 524 South Spring Street, Los Angeles; A. W. 
Richard, 921 South Beacon, San Pedro, Department of Building and Safety, Room 
201 City Hall, Les Angeles, California; Pacific Finance Corporation of Cali-~ 
fornia, 1525 South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles; Ed Eisenhauer, Jre, 320 San 
Pedro Street, Los Angeles, California; Gardner and McKinley Insurance Agency, 
1095 American Avenue, Iong Beach, California. Notice to attend Democratic 
Council meeting in Compton sent by HAROLD SHAPIRO, political action chairman 
UeOePoWohe #96 : 


Also received in the Subject's mail box was a card from the 


-5- 


REE EET 


, 


Western Union addressed to CARL M.#DARRELL, 834 North Freis Avenue, Wilming- 
ton, California, giving notice of gan undelivered telegram. A card addressed 
to the same individual was also gent by the California State Department of 
Motor Vehicles to the same address, This indicated that CARL M. DARRELL 
presently has registered in his name a 1937 Chevrolet coupe, license number 
IW8910, serial number 216B0420388, legal omer, Argonaut Finance Company, Los 
Angeles, California. ~ am ; 


: , Source D advised that he had no record of the Subject resid- 
ing at 834 North Freis Street, San Pedro. vay 


Source E stated that the telegram which was addressed to CARI, 
M. DARRELL at 834 North Freis, was sent by the Pacific Finance Corporation, . 
1525 South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, relative to an installment payment 
on. his car, ~ - 


Source F advised that to his knowledge, no one by the Subject's 
name or description had resided at 834 North Freis nor had any individual by 
'the name of CARL M. DARRELL resided there, ini 


The records of Source G were checked with negative results. 
Sources H and I were checked with negative results. — 


Source J advised that the records of the Pacific Finance Cor~ 
poration, 1525 South Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, California, indicated that 
an automobile loan had been made to CARL MARTIN{DARRELL, 834 North Freis, Wil- 
mington, California. On the statement to the Company, DARRELL indicated that 
he had formerly lived at 1687 West Ausean Street, Oakland, and had been en- 
gaged in the poultry business. He stated that he was presently employed by 
himself in the produce business. Source J said that all of the references 
listed by this individual were returned indicating that DARRELL was unknown or 
that the references had been fictitious. 


Source K stated that the Argonaut Finance Company, 2432 South 
Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, California, had no record of making an automo~ 
bile loan to CARL M. DARRELL. 


~ PENDING - 


| 
| 
i | ae abu: | ot _ 7 a 4 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS: 
THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION 


At Los Angeles, California, will re~contact the Pacific 
Finance Corporation, 1525 South Figueroa, Los Angeles, to determine whether 
CARL M. DARRELL has. been located by their collector and if SO, obtain the 
present address of this individual. 


Will endeavor to ascertain whether CARL MARTIN DARRELL 
is identical with the Subject. 


Will endeavor to ascertain Subject's present address and 
occupation by re-contact of Sources listed in this report and will make a 
check of the confidential sources available to the office to determine whether 
the Subject has recently had any activity in connection with the Communist 
Party. 


Bs 


a 
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SOURCES 


Source A: A highly confidential Source made available to the writer 
by Mr. EARL YAVIS, 594 Seventh Street, San Pedro. 


Source B: ~ 
594 me ASN ‘Street 


ever 
“San” Pedro. 


ry 
J 


Source C: J. W. MacCABE ye 
Superintendentof Mails 


Source D: Mr. A. H.R 
Dept. of 
618 Avalon Boulevard: 
Wilmington, California 


Source E: Mr. A. E. MATHEWS 
Western Union 
328 Avalon Boulévard 


Source F: 


828 note Freis Street 
Wilmington, California 


Source G: Ration Board . 
110 East Annaheim Boulevard 
Wilmington, California 


oo 
Source H: Credit Manager, G.M.A.C. 
|! Long Beagh, California ; 
Source I: ceorgdKiti114 ass ( 
Seaboard Findnee Company 
i Long Beach ,/ California 


Source J: 
Pacific/’Finance Corporation 
|! 1525 South Figuroa 
| Los Angeles’, California 


Source K: Frank EMVBlackwood 

Argonaut Finance Corporation 
2432 South Figueroa Street 
Los. ‘Angeles » California 


—8- 


a 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


THIS CASE, ORIGINATED ATLOS ANGELES , a Fite Ne! 100—662 
aS : 
REPORT MADE AT - Ce i DATE WHEN MADE . PERIOD FOR REPORT MADE BY 
‘ . yf “6 : ne WHICH MADE . : a 
4 LOS ANGELES | Bfgthis --/23,3056/12, | ELDON W. STUTZMAN JCI 
4 a a 6; 22583; 26 fib — — 
Ley TITLE: N \ _ SS Bi. WEN CHARACTER OF CASE . 
k VOLNEY GEGRGR MATHISON, Was Volney Mathieson, . INTERNAL SECURITY < ae 
cyoiney G.-Mathieson, cera Mathewson tthew 
‘Blake, John G-*iMathison, JerHall, V. GS¥Mathesan, 


epee . We Son,. 
XoRAGRKORIMGS Darra) 1 
cf Synopsis of. Fects: | Subject's present-address 1100 South Be rendo 
a‘ St. LA. Subject has been reported out of 
j ss Gaty most of the time and is kmown to have XY 
Ne 


been. in Mexico. Subject appears to be endeavorr 

ing to keep his activities and residence . _ 

i a address unknown as on all his business trans= 
actions has furnished incorrect datae 

‘[eads set forth to check subject's purpose 

of entry into Mexico and present occupation. - 

No indication subject is now active in — 

C.P.As in Harbor Areas 


PAL 


a) | | -P- 
_™) REFERENCE: Report of Speeial Agent ELDON W. STUTZMAN,, 
4 : A cea 5/5/u, at Los Angelese : 
mS) 
q)| DETAILS: ree the files of the Los Angeles Field Division reflect 
eee 0 al that the subject is carried as a key figures 


AT WILMINGTON, CALIFORNIA: 


‘es 
_ Source man ae the subject's mail accumulated« 
at his Post Office Box from early/in March of this year until the first. 
part of June, when the subject lled for it. At that time a registered 
letter addressed to CARL MARTIN ARRELL was. refused by the subject, although 
he took several other letters which were addressed to this individual. 
His reason for refusing the registered letter was that he was simply nm 
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ta 00-6620 Sc, alte 


allowing Mr. DARRELL to use his meiling address but that he did not wish to 

sign for any letters for him. Source "at: gavised that of ‘the mail which the: 

“subject received from about April 28 to May 22,-19h4, it-was for the most 
part advertisements and ancluded several letters and bills for the sub-~ 

. jectts wifes A letter addressed to the subject marked May , 1944 wos 

received from Sergeant” Hs~B.NQLOYD, ASN 39269539, Cannon C.R. 334, Inf., 

APO 8,: Camp. Claibourne, LouisTane« s a ae a: 


At the time the subject celled for his mail. he refused to leave 
an address where it could be forwarded, stating that he was. not ,located 
 permanentlys In the course of the conversation with Source. "A", the subject 
‘mentioned that he had recently been staying in San. Ysidro, Californias 


‘AT LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA: | 


Source "B" advised that the subject applied for a projectionist: 
permit on April 3,.194.. At that time he listed his address as Cottage 6, 
45 Elm Street, Long Beach, California. The subject passed the necessary 
test for the projectionist permit and Source "B" stated. that several letters 
‘were received from the subject from Mexicoe These letters stated that it 
‘would be necessary for him to delay securing his permit and that he would be 
in to get it at a later dates Subject subsequently came to secure his permit 
on Juno 12, 194; but did not have a photograph with him and ‘advised that. he - 
would appear again as soon as it was possible for him to secure ones 


5 Records of the Registrar of Voters, 6808 North Spring Street, 
“were checked by the writer. on June. 22, 1944. No current régistration was 
~ found for the subjects A registration, dated January 2h igh, Certificate . 
Number: D-372211, was completed.in the name of Mrs. JEAN-MXTHISON, 1100 
‘South Berendo, Los Angeles, California. Mrs. MATHISON stated that’she was 
employed as a stenographer, she was 5! hk", born in Indiana, declined to 
tate her party and listed her ‘last. address as h30 South Walker Street, 
. San. Pedro, California. This is the last known address of subject and his 
wife-Mrs. JEAN MATHISON, from which they moved in January 19h 
_. The mail box for apartment 103, 1100 South Bergndo, lists 
the occupants of that apartment as Mr. and:Mrs. VOLNEY G@’NATHISON, Mrs. 
AGNES PALLISARD, Apartmont 1, is the Manager of the Apartment House. Before * 
any contact-is made with the Manager efforts will. be made to ascertain’ 
“whether she may be a friend or relative of the subject or his wifes 


~: Efforts to establish the name of CARL MARTIN DARRELL as. an alias 
‘of. the: subject were not successfule Source "C" advised that a registered 
“Tettersent: to CARL MARTIN DARRELL at Post Office Box 22, Wilmington, |~ 
California was returned unc leimede This is the Post Office Box which is 
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sales in ‘the name “of the subject and Source “ta previously referred to the 
‘registered letter which the subject refused to signe It would appear, how= 
ever, that this is a new alias of the subject inasmuch as MARTIN DARRELL has been 
used as his party name in the past. It is also noted in a review of the 
file that.the automobile which the subject had while he resided at 30 South 

_ Walker Streét, was registered in the name of CARL MARTIN DARRELL and the ‘sub- 
ject was known to have used this car for over a “period of a year. Also 
in the Purchaser Statement to the - Pacific Firiance Company in connection — - 
with the recent purchase of a car by” CARL MARTIN DARRELL this individual 
listed his address as 83], North Fries Street, Wilmington, California, and 
it is known that the subject in 19,0 received mail at 84, North Fries -, 
Streets. Neither Subject or CARL MARTIN DARRELL could be identified at 83) 
North Fries Street, but a- request had been made at the Wilmington Post 

_ Office by an unidentified individual that all mail for DARRELL be sent 

‘to Post Office Box h2e, which is in the subject's namee — 


igource "Cc" stated that tie account which DARRELL has with Ris. company 
hae not been paid tna that all efforts to locate. this” individual have been . , 
negative inasmuch as all business and personal references, previous residence, 
‘business adaresses;. ASEER. by a on his parcheeer statement were 
fictitious. 


AT LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA: - : f. 7 vO : 


Source "D" advised thet the subject's checking account with the 
Farmers and. Merchants Bank, hth and American Avenue, .toteled approximately 
$100.00. The following is a list of cancelled checks as furnished by 
\Source "D": | ae, 


] 


PAYOR: = PAYEE = DATE AMOUNT 
, VOLNEY MATHISON _ Bowman Hotel ~*~ ° June 16, 1044 = $10.00. 
Nogales, Arizona — a 


‘VOLNEY MATHISON .- Doctor G, BAILEY June 5, 19h = 3700 


VOLNEY MATHISON. - G. BENSON, Benson = June 2, 19) Sle. L 
. , ae Nogales, “Arizona 


It is pointed’ out here that. Bxausor may be identical with GUSTAVO 
“BRUSON, Banco Pacific, Nogales, Arizona, who is listed by the subject. on 
hes: Selective Service. Questiorns ire. as the individual who would. always 
know his address. Bees 3 ois 


s ig 
ad 
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The gue address listed for the subject on the records of the 
Fariners and Merchants Bank, according to Source "D", was Post Office Box © 
22, Wilmington, Californias 


: A check was made at 115 Elm Street, which is. the address listed 
by the subject on his projectionist permit. In connection with this address,” 
a review of the file reveals that it wasused by the subject in 1gh0, at - 
which time Cottage. 6, 45 Elm. Street, wes occupied by a friend of, "subject's 
wife, a Mrs. W. J. vt Y,. who was active in Communist Party dctivities ‘in the 
Harbor Area. “The” ‘bré'sent éwner of the court at: ‘415 Elm Street, Mrs. BAKER, 
advised that neither the subject or Mrs. RAY. were known to her ‘and had not 
been receiving mail at thet addresse 


A thirty-day mail cover is being. placed | on the subject's address 
at Apartment 103, 1100 South Berendo, Los Angeles, California, and the 
results will be neo when available. 


For the banerit of offices which have not previously received 
reports: in connection with-this case, the following information concerning 
the subject is furnished. ‘During World War I the subject operated a radio 
station in Mexico which he ‘claims was monitoring German broadcasts for the 


‘Allies. It is reported, however, that the activities of the subject may 


not have been on behalf of the Allies at that time. He held a Mexican 
radio operator's license dated December. 6, 1917 certifying his ability | 
to receive and transmit 30. words, Der minute in Spanish. 


Following the Wear the subject had - various radio jobs and in 
1933 became active in the American Communications Association and is known 
to have attended an International Labor Convention as a delegate represent= 
ing that Union in Moscow. There he met Me LLINAN, Secretary of the 
Central Executive Committee of the U.S.5 Ry ae Gener Soviet Government 
Officials. 


This office is in possession of information. concerning commiriications 
which the subject had with the 0.G.P.U. indicating that the ade may have. 
have been working for that ores saetee at one time. 


The subject was first’ know to become a member of the Communist 
Party in 1933 and since that time has been associated with various ranking 
Party functionaires in the East and on the West Coast. ‘The subject was 
the first Secretary of Local 7 of the American Communications Association 
of San Pedro and was active in Union affairs up until about 1938. In 193) 
the subject was one of the ‘organizers in the A.R.T.A. when the Maritime Strike 
WAS starteds 


a ee 
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The subject is lmown to have continued his work in Radio and 
4s considered an expert in this field, capable of installing the most modern 
equipment. It was known that at one time he installed illegal equipment 
‘on fishing boats and on several gambling ships which were located out of 
Los Angeles Harbors In the past several years the subject has apparently. 
also been interested in mining activities and has claimed to various 
individuals that his travels have been undertaken in order to seek mining 
property. 


The subject apparently is very anxious to conceal his activities 
and his residence address as he has on several occasions given fictitious | 
information coneerning these. Recently to one informant with whom the subject 
was talking, he asked whether the Police had been to see the informant 
regarding hime It is known that the subject has in the past attempted to 
determine whether an investigation we.s beans conducted of his activitiese 


{ 
{ 
As far as can be determined the subject has beesed. activities 

on behalf of the Communist Party in this area, but in view of his past | 
comections with prominent Party functionaires and his apparent connection 
with the Russian 0.G.P.U., an attempt is being made to ascertain his present 
activities. The subject is known to speak fluent Russian and Spanish. 
: | 

t 


- It is believed that the subject is identical with CARL MARTIN 

DARRELL, in whose name a 1937 Chevrolet tudor sedan, License Number 1 W 8910, 
is registered. The subject may possibly be using this car in connection 
with his travel in Mexico. - 


The subject is deseribed.as follows; 


Born ’ August 13, 1897 
Place Blanche, Cotton County, Texas 
Height -. 5 105" 
Weight - a  AfOR 
Race ~~ ; White . . ; 
Eyes Blue 
Hair Brown 
Complexion Light 
. Qeeth All false \ 
Wife | . DOROTHY JEANSMATHISON 
-~PENDING-=- 
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UNDEVELOPED LEADS . ? 
"THE WASHINGTON FIELD DIVISION: 


; At Washington, D, C, will contact the State Department to deter- 
mine whether the subjeot has received a passport since 1dl. It is 
known that his first American Passport was issued on October 3, 1940, 
Number 672331, for a period of one year. : | 


Will: furnish whatever data is available in the event a recent 
‘passport has been issued and will also check as to whether the subject has 
had any recent communications with tho State Department relative to entry 
into Mexico, in the event there is no record of a passport. 


THE SAN DIEGO FIELD DIVISION: | | 7 | | | 


At San Ysidro, Celifornia will check with the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service to determine whether there is any record of tho 
subject's entry into Mexico. It is pointed. out that the subject stated | 
that he had been staying in San Ysidro, and that it was also reported that ( 
subject had sent letters to this city from Mexico. It is known that in 
1941 the subject possessed a Mexican border pass because of frequent trips 
which he made to Mexico. If possible, information should be developed 
as to the purpose of the subject's entry into Mexico and his destination. 


THE PHOENIX FIELD DIVISION: 
1 
At Nogales, Arizona will discreetly ascertain whether G, BENSON, 
operator of the Benson Tourist, is active in the Communist Party and if so 
whether the subject, who appears to be well known to BENSON, is known 
to have taken part in activities there. ; 


THE LOS ANGELES FIELD DIVISION: 


. At Los Angeles, California will recontact Mr. TO MANNIX, 201 
City Hall, Department of Building and Safety, to ascertain whsther the 
subject has procured his projectionist permit and has secured gmp loymeny 
in this occupation. 


Will ascertain either through the owner of the Apartment House ¥ 
at 1100 South Berendo Street, or through the Manager, Mrs. AGNES PALLISARD, 
whether the subject is to be permanently locatedin Los Angeles and what 
information is known concerning his activities and occupations 


Will report the results of the 30 day mail cover placed on the 
subject's addresSe 


ae 
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SOURCES OF INFORMATION: 


"|" oo. WW. MAG CABE 
' Superintendent of Mails . © 
Wilmington, California 


"BR" Mre TOM MANNIX, Accounting Division 
201 City Hall 
Department of Building and Safety 
Los Angeles, California 


"Cc" GORDON LEE , 
Pacific Finance Corporation 
-1525 South Figueroa Street 
Los Angeles, California 


"D” Mr. W. R. HORTON, Assistant Cashier 
* Farmers and: Merchants Bank 
Ujyth and American Avenue 
Long Beach, California 


(The above informants have all requested that their 
names be kept confidential). 


\ 
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